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TO HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS PRINCE ALBERT.
London, May 1, 1841.
Sir,

When | took the liberty to transmit to Your Royal Highness, the announcement of my
proposed Work on America, You did me the honour to assure me, that “it would afford You
much pleasure to give it Your full sanction and patronage.” Your Royal Highness further
condescended to observe, that “the feelings of good-will towards the American people,
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under which this Work was undertaken, could not fail at the present moment of producing
a desirable effect.”

While | am deeply sensible of this act of kindness on the part of Your Royal Highness
toward myself personally—I feel yet more strongly the value and importance, from their
future influence on the public weal, of the generous sentiments to which Your Royal
Highness has been pleased to give expression.

v

A sense of gratitude on my own part, and a still higher sentiment of duty towards the
people of England and America, thus encourage me to make known to both, the noble
and enlightened views with which Your Royal Highness desires to promote whatever can
strengthen the friendly relations between their respective countries.

| cannot, therefore, commit my humble labours to the press, under more appropriate or
more distinguished auspices than those of Your Royal Highness, to whom | cheerfully
dedicate these Volumes; in the confident hope that they will awaken in other minds, the
same friendly and benevolent aspirations after “peace on earth and good-will to man,”
which beamed so generously and spontaneously from Your own.

Your Royal Highness cannot be indifferent to international friendships, as the illustrious
Consort of a Queen whose broad realm embraces such extended possessions, that the
sun never ceases to shine on some portion or other of her vast dominions,—its evening
rays still lingering amid the shrines and domes that stud the banks of the mighty Ganges
—while its morning beams are just beginning to gild the spires and turrets scattered along
the margin of the still more magnificent St. Lawrence.

Vv

To Her protection, multitudinous nations, provinces, and tribes, of every hue and creed,
from “The gorgeous East” to those primeval forests of the Western world
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“Where the poor Indian, whose untutored mind Sees God in clouds, or hears him in the
wind,”

all look up with hope; and think that while the diadem of England sits on so fair a brow, and
its sceptre is wielded by so gentle a hand, they may count on seeing Mercy,

“The brightest jewel that adorns the crown,”

so tempering Justice in its administration, as to make the condition of themselves and all
their children more happy than under any previous reign.

It is, therefore, but a just compliment to Your Royal Highness to believe, that every portion
of the globe which owns Her Majesty's benignant sway, should enlist Your generous
sympathies, in its actual condition, as well as in its future prospects: and as it has fallen to
my lot to visit nearly all the possessions of Her Majesty's crown, in Europe, Asia, Africa,
and America, and thus to see for myself the powerful claims they possess to Royal favour
and public support, | may hope to be the more readily forgiven for availing myself of every
opportunity to express my earnest and unabated interest in their prosperity.

Vi

In the sincere hope that Your Royal Highness may long be permitted to enjoy the
distinguished happiness with which You are at present blessed; and that Her Majesty may
be honoured of Heaven, to be the happy instrument, in the hands of Divine Providence,

of conferring, by Her enlightened and pacific rule, in the British dominions, at home and

abroad, a larger measure of prosperity, virtue, piety, and justly-earned renown, than any of
Her predecessors on the imperial throne

| have the honour to be, Your Royal Highness's obliged, And devoted servant, J. S.
BUCKINGHAM.

4 Camden Terrace, West. Camden New Town.
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MAP of the UNITED STATES. Engraved for Buckinghum's AMERICA.
AMERICA, HISTORICAL—STATISTICAL—AND DESCRIPTIVE.
CHAP. I.

Motives for visiting the United States—Intercourse with various classes of society—
Extensive geographical range of the country traversed—Names of the several states and
territories examined—Form of narrative adopted in description—Historical and statistical
sketches, blended with this—General topics chiefly dwelt on, in cities and states—Pictures
of manners and customs, in public and private life.

After a long course of travels over a great portion of Europe, Asia, and Africa, and of
voyages in the Mediterranean, the Atlantic, the Red Sea, the Persian Gulf, and the

Indian Ocean, spreading over more than thirty years of a varied and active life, | had a
strong desire to add to the knowledge thus acquired of the countries of the Old World, by
examining for myself the most favoured portion of the New. | had once visited the United
States, about thirty years ago, just after the period when the gifted poet, Thomas Moore,
had passed through the country; and | had the pleasure VOL. |. B 2 sure to mingle in many
of the circles that he had enlivened by his wit, and enchanted by his verse: but from that
period, 1808, up to 1837, all my wanderings had been in the Eastern hemisphere, and the
Western had continued, to me at least, to be “a sealed fountain,” of whose waters | longed
the more ardently to drink.

At the close of my parliamentary labours, in 1887—when the great object of my public
life had been successfully accomplished, by the abolition of the East India Company's
monopoly, and the opening of the vast and populous regions of the East to British
enterprise—I availed myself of my retirement, to make a second visit to America, with
the intention of devoting at least three years to a careful examination of all the most
prominent and interesting objects of nature and art, that the country contained, as well as
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investigating the nature of its institutions, the structure of its society, and the character and
manners of its people.

In all the works I had hitherto read, in the shape of travels through the United States,
there appeared to me defects, or omissions, which a more patient, more diligent, and
more impartial examination of the country and its inhabitants might supply. In some of
the English writers there was an evident determination to seek only for blemishes, and
to turn even the virtues into ridicule. In others there was a strong political bias, hostile

to every thing connected with the very name of a republic; causing them to see every
thing, therefore, through a jaundiced medium. In some again, there was an elaboration
of disquisition on a few prominent features of 3 the national character and national
institutions, with a contemptuous neglect of minuter but not less important details; and in
others, a substitution of fictitious and imaginary stories for facts, which, however it might
display the talent of the writers for invention, and broadly exaggerated humour, could
only mislead the reader as to the real state of society among the people so unjustifiably
misrepresented and caricatured.

Without assuming to myself the possession of greater abilities for this task than those
who have gone before me, | venture to believe that | have, at least, enjoyed superior
advantages to most of my predecessors: and to these alone | am anxious to draw the
attention of the reader; as he will see in them abundant reasons why | should be likely
to escape many at least of the defects and omissions pointed out in others. It is an
advantage which the latest traveller in any country enjoys, that the errors of his pioneers
serve as so many beacons and landmarks, by which he may be at once warned and
guided in his path. But in addition to this, there were several special privileges which |
had the good fortune to enjoy, and by which | endeavoured, at least to profit, on every
occasion, to acquire as extensive and accurate information as | could, on all the subjects
of my inquiry.
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Having designed, from the first, to make some stay in all the principal cities and towns of
the country, | proposed to occupy the mornings in active examination of all the objects
accessible to my research; and to devote the evenings to the delivery of my Courses of
Lectures on the scriptural and classical B 2 4 regions of the East; so that the acquisition
of knowledge as to the New World, for my own delight, and the diffusion of information
respecting the Old World, for the gratification of others, blended happily together; and the
latter occupation assisted the former in a greater degree than I could have anticipated or
thought possible. In every town, the delivery of my Lectures brought around me, in the
shortest space of time, all the most intellectual portion of society: and as these sought my
acquaintance by introduction, some for the purpose of extending their inquiries as to the
subjects described—and others, to offer, by their hospitality, some return for the pleasure
they professed to have received—I was brought into personal and intimate communion
with the very best portion of the community, whether tested by the standards of learning,
morality, manners, influence, or wealth; and nothing could exceed the frankness and
kindness with which all their resources of information were placed at my disposal.

The interest which | had been known to take in England, in the cause of temperance,
education, the condition of seamen, the improvement of the working classes, unfettered
commerce, and universal peace, occasioned very early applications to be made to me
by the various philanthropic societies, with which the United States happily abound, to
take a part in the proceedings of their public meetings, to examine the working of their
several institutions, and to offer my unreserved opinion as to their merits or defects. This
of course gave me as frequent opportunities to examine the condition of society among
the middle and inferior classes, as my Lectures afforded me of 5 mixing with the higher;
and taking both together, | may safely affirm, that my Lectures were heard and read by
not less than a million of persons during my stay in America; from the elite of whom, |
received the most cordial attention, in private as well as in public: and in assisting the
various philanthropic objects enumerated, there could be hardly less than a million more,
by whom my addresses at their public meetings were heard and read, in every part of the
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Union, from Maine to Louisiana, and from the Atlantic shore to the regions beyond the
Mississippi.

If the mingling so intimately with all classes in the cities and towns be regarded as

an advantage, the extensive range of my track over the surface of the interior of the
country was scarcely less so. This embraced, it is believed, a greater number of states
and territories than had ever before been traversed, and a more thorough examination

of each than had yet been made, by any single traveller, European or American; my
journeys having carried me through every state and territory in the Union except two,
and these the least settled and least interesting in every point of view, namely, the state
of Arkansas and the territory of Florida. We were indeed close on the borders of each;
but one was uninviting from the unhealthiness of its climate in the season at which we
were near it, and the other was inaccessible from the deadly and exterminating war

still raging over its swamps and everglades, between the Seminole Indians and their
pursuers. We visited, however, and traversed in various directions, the states of Maine,
New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode 6 Island, Connecticut, New York, New
Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina,
Georgia, Alabama, Louisiana, Mississippi, Tennessee, Kentucky, Ohio, Indiana, lllinois,
Missouri, lowa, Wisconsin, and Michigan; navigating the great lakes Michigan, Huron,
Erie, and Ontario, embracing the whole country between New Orleans on the gulf of
Mexico, to Quebec on the gulf of St. Lawrence; and terminating with the British provinces
of Upper and Lower Canada, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, and the disputed territory on
the boundary line between the British and American possessions.

In addition to the advantages which extensive intercourse with all classes of society, and a
wide range of country traversed, but with frequent intervals of halt, and careful examination
in detail, may be supposed to confer, | think | do not overrate the value of a knowledge of
other countries too highly, when | say that it furnished me with more accurate standards

of comparison than could be applied by persons acquainted only with their own. At the
same time, the very fact of my having thus lived for so many years among various nations,
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differing from each other in religion, government, language, morals, and manners, could
hardly fail to soften those national prejudices by which the people of every country are

too much disposed to flatter their own institutions and manners, as all perfection, and to
denounce all such as differ from them as worthless and contemptible. | was thus, | venture
to believe, enabled to view things with a more catholic spirit of impartiality than it is 7
possible for those to do, who have not had their national prejudices corrected by extensive
intercourse with other lands.

| am aware, that in thus offering the reasons | have enumerated, as the ground of

my confidence that this work on the United States has been prepared under greater
advantages than have been enjoyed by most others, | am increasing the weight of
my responsibility to public opinion for its execution. This is unavoidable, and | do not,
therefore, shrink from it; but to enable those to whose judgment it will be necessarily
submitted, to form a more accurate opinion as to whether it accomplishes the end it
proposes, | may be permitted to state briefly the plan on which | have endeavoured to
construct it.

In reading books of travels for myself, | have always desired to be placed by the author,
as much as possible, in his own situation; to be brought, in short, by his descriptions,

as nearly as can be, to the condition of being his travelling companion; to see things in
the same order of succession as he himself saw them; to be made acquainted with the
minuter incidents of his life, as well as with the more prominent; to become familiar with
the inconveniences to which he was subjected, as well as with the pleasures he enjoyed,;
to partake of his indignation at the wrong, as fully as with his admiration of the right; to
be, in short, continually present with him in all his vicissitudes, and to sympathize with
him in all his joys and sorrows, by whatever cause produced. For this reason, | have
always preferred the form of the actual diary, in which the incidents and feelings are
transferred to paper while fresh and new. But as | have 8 myself, when residing in any
country, state, or city, a strong desire to know at least the prominent parts of their history
and progress, as far as they can be traced; so | desire that others shall share the pleasure
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of my investigations in this respect; and such brief historical sketches are accordingly
introduced. But as the actual condition of things is of far greater importance than the past,
especially in a new and rising country like the United States, this portion of the subject has
been most elaborately treated in every case, and will be found to embrace ample details
of the topography, public and private buildings, institutions, manufactures, commerce,
population, manners, customs, and peculiarities, of all the cities and towns; while in

the provinces, the general character of the soil and country, its scenery, climate, and
productions, statistics of area, comparative fertility, population, resources, public works,
and financial condition, have the greatest share of attention bestowed on them.

Of general topics, belonging to every part of the country equally, those of political
institutions, religion, morals, education, literature, social intercourse, and domestic
relations, will be found to be most frequently described and discussed; and wherever it
has been practicable to corroborate my own views by native authorities, whether among
the popular writers of the country, or from their public journals, | have availed myself
freely of these sources, partly to satisfy the English reader of the probable soundness of
my conclusions, and partly to let the American reader also see that it is not, as he might
otherwise suppose, the erroneous impressions of a foreigner, 9 of whose authority they
are peculiarly jealous in matters of national concern, but the deliberate conviction of some
of the leading public writers of their own country, against which no such objection can be
raised.

It will be inferred from this, that my views of American institutions and manners are not
always of the most favourable kind: and this | am ready to avow. | visited the country
neither predisposed to admire nor condemn; but most sincerely desirous of seeing the
actual condition of things, and most firmly resolved to describe them as they appeared to
me, whether for good or for evil. To suppose that | may not in some cases have received
imperfect impressions, and in others have formed erroneous conclusions, would be to
suppose a freedom from the ordinary frailty and fallibility of mortals. To such an exemption,
| hope | should be the last to make any claim. But this at least | can assert with confidence,
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that | have always endeavoured to investigate carefully the facts placed within my reach;
that | have been quite as anxious to form correct deductions from these when ascertained;
and never having indulged the national antipathy towards foreigners, which has always
seemed so offensive to me in the writings of too many of my own countrymen, | am not
conscious of having been influenced by such a feeling, in any censures which | may have
felt it right to express. From the peculiarly quick sensitiveness of the American people to
the censures of foreigners, and of English writers above all others, | have no doubt | shall
be condemned by many of the party journals in that country, for some of the observations
10 which I have felt it my duty to make, on subjects connected with their institutions and
manners; while, on the other hand, | expect as little justice from the party journals of my
own country, who will condemn me perhaps as fiercely, for the eulogies | feel bound to
bestow, on the manifold advantages enjoyed by the people of the United States, over most
of the countries of the Old World. Between these two extremes, | shall, however, hope

to find, in the moderate and impartial judgment of those who love truth wherever it is to

be found, and who think it is as much a duty to condemn what is evil as to praise what

IS good, a sufficient counterbalance to the severity of the criticisms on both sides of the
Atlantic, which | am prepared to expect.

On one other topic | may venture to say a word or two in explanation. Throughout the
United States, the complaint is almost universal, that English travellers, especially, have
abused the hospitality of some, and betrayed the confidence of others, by making public
what was never intended, or thought likely, to be so exposed; and much bitterness of
disappointment and anger of feeling has been occasioned thereby. There is unfortunately
too much of truth in the accusation—though the English are not more in fault in this
betrayal of confidence, and abuse of hospitality, than some American travellers who have
visited and described England. But in both, it is no doubt an offence that deserves to be
punished with public censure; first, for its injustice and ingratitude; and next, because it
has a tendency to lessen the disposition of even the most generous and high-minded

in each country to extend their hospitality 11 and attentions to the citizens of the other.
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| hope and believe that | have avoided this evil; | am sure at least that | have earnestly
endeavoured to do so; and remembering, as | shall always be prompt and proud to do, the
many warm and affectionate friendships | had the happiness to form among the American
people, | should feel the deepest regret, if any thing to which | gave publicity respecting
their country or themselves, should weaken our reciprocal regard, or render my name and
memory less revered among them or their children, than it has hitherto had the honour and
good fortune to be.

CHAP. II.

Departure from England—Arrival at New York—Address to the American public issued

on landing—Different courses of lectures delivered in the city—Attendance at public
meetings for benevolent objects—New York State Temperance Society—New York

Peace Society—Meeting on the subject of Public Education—New York City Tract Society
—Total Abstinence Society—Ladies Meeting for the Orphan Asylum—Meeting of the
Friends of Sailors' Homes—Visit to one of the establishments of this Institution—Admirable
arrangement for the comforts of seamen—~Political excursion to Newark with the Hon.
Daniel Webster—Visit to polling places at the time of election—Legal and clerical parties—
Intellectual soirées.

It was on the 7th of September, 1837, that we left London for New York. The packet-ship,
in which we had engaged cabins, was the President, Captain Chadwick; and our party
consisted of Mrs. Buckingham, my youngest son, then about twelve years of age, and
myself. We were accompanied to the ship by the other members of our family and friends;
and the prospect of so long a separation, as that which we contemplated, made our adieus
more than usually painful.

During our tedious passage down the British Channel, the sight of the often-seen, and
well-remembered “white cliffs of Albion,” excited recollections of the joy with which | hailed
them on my last return from exile, that contrasted powerfully with the opposite emotions
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with which | now beheld them fading from my view; and this found vent in some effusions,
which sufficiently indicate the frame of mind in which they were penned.*

* See Appendix, No. I. and II.
13

There was nothing of sufficient interest or novelty in the sea voyage across the Atlantic,
nothing peculiar in the ship or her equipment, nothing even in the number or character

of our fellow-passengers, to require any special notice; and except in the enjoyment of
domestic society and books, so full of delight everywhere, but especially when cut off from
the world in the comparative solitude of the ocean, there was nothing beyond the common
incidents or pleasures of an ordinary sea voyage.

Our passage was of more than usual length, occupying forty-three days; the general
average of outward voyages not exceeding thirty days. We had, however, a great
prevalence of contrary winds, and much boisterous and unpleasant weather; though the
season of the year is one in which this is not very common.

It was on the 19th of October that we first saw the American coast, a part of Long Island,
to the eastward of New York; and soon after receiving on board a pilot, we made all sail
with a fine breeze for the entrance of the harbour by Sandy Hook, which we reached early
in the afternoon. From thence we proceeded up through the Narrows towards the city, and
anchored off the Battery about five o'clock.

It is difficult to speak without an air of exaggeration, of the beauties of this short trip, from
the entrance of the harbour to the anchorage ground. They were, however, so numerous
and so enchanting, that my only regret was at the rapidity with which we passed by

the several objects that succeeded each other. The time of the year was undoubtedly
favourable, and added much to the splendour of the scene, in the rich autumnal tints
with which the 14 foliage on all the surrounding hills was crowned; and the time of day
was equally advantageous, as it was just before the full glow of a western sun-set. The
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Narrows, formed by the nearly approaching cliffs of Staten Island on the west, and Long
Island on the east, is one of the most strikingly interesting straits of entrance that can be
conceived, to the more expanded harbour into which it opens; and its beauty is much
increased by the number of little villas scattered over the surface of the hills on either side,
contrasting their almost snowy whiteness with the rich greens, and yellows, and scarlets,
and browns, of the autumnal foliage in which many of them are embosomed.

As we advanced upward, the variety of the scenery presented continual charms, and the
first sight of the city of New York, with the lofty spires of its numerous churches rising from
the interior—the tall masts of its crowded fleets fringing the outline of the entire mass of
houses, while distinctive signals were waving from the greater number of the mast-heads
—added to ships of war forming the squadron now about to sail on an exploring expedition
—the opening views of the East River, Long Island, and Brooklyn, which lie to the right of
New York, as you look toward it from the south—and the still greater expanse of the noble
Hudson River, and the opposite city of Jersey, which are seen to the left hand, or on the
west—produced a coup d'ceil which few sea-ports could parallel, and none that | have ever
entered could surpass.

Soon after anchoring, we took leave of our floating residence; and landing at the Battery,
we were taken to one of the principal hotels in the lower part of the Broadway, called the
Mansion House, or Bunker's, 15 where we found accommodation for the night; but being
unable to make arrangements for our permanent stay there, for want of room, we took up
our quarters at the adjoining house, which was what is called a private boarding-house,
and here for the present we made our home.

As we remained in New York for several months, and as | availed myself of every
opportunity that presented itself during that period to see whatever the city contained, and
to mingle as much as possible with the various classes of its inhabitants, | shall endeavour
to condense my description of the whole into a general and continuous picture, embracing
all those details which occupied many different days in collecting, and most of which
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required and received that subsequent revision, which time and re-examination can alone
secure.

Before entering on this, however, | may offer the following short notice of my own labours,
as those which were most instrumental in bringing me in contact with the most intelligent
and respectable of the inhabitants, and leading to many delightful friendships, of which |
shall long cherish a pleasing and grateful remembrance.

Soon after my landing, | presented the numerous letters of introduction with which | had
been favoured by friends in England to families of the greatest influence here; and this
brought us at once into the midst of a most extensive circle of agreeable acquaintances.
As considerable public curiosity had begun to be awakened, however, by my visit to the
United States, from the notice taken of it by the public journals, | thought it the shortest and
most 16 effective method of correcting erroneous impressions, and placing the motives
and object of my visit in their trué light, to issue an Address on this subject.*

* See Appendix, No. lIl.

My courses of lectures, descriptive of Egypt and Palestine, were soon afterwards
announced; and as the great length of the city, as well as the difference in the classes
of society that reside in different quarters rendered it desirable to have more than one
place for their delivery, an arrangement was made to give one of the courses at Clinton
Hall, near the centre, for the mercantile classes; and one at the Stuyvesant Institute, at
the northern extremity of Broadway, for the more opulent and fashionable classes who
reside in that newly built and elegant quarter of the town. Both these lecture rooms were
well adapted for their purpose, and capable of accommodating with case—the former
about 700, and the latter about 500 auditors; and each course was so well attended, that
while the Clinton Hall was usually filled, the Stuyvesant Institute became too crowded,
and many individuals were unable to obtain admission. This obliged us to remove to the
chapel of the University, a beautiful gothic building, forming part of the general edifice in
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Washington Square, which was cheerfully granted to me by the president and chancellor,
and the remaining lectures of my course were delivered there to very crowded audiences.

After the close of these two courses in New York, | was invited by a requisition, signed

by about 100 of the principal residents of Brooklyn, to visit them, and deliver the same
lectures at the Lyceum of their city. In this duty | was agreeably occupied for 17 about a
month, crossing over from New York to Brooklyn on each evening in a carriage, which
drives into the steam ferry-boat, and is conveyed to the other side across the East River,
without the necessity of the passenger leaving his vehicle; and returning by the same
mode after the lecture was over. The lecture room at the Brooklyn Lyceum, like that at the
Stuyvesant Institute in New York, is built in the form of the old Greek theatre, semicircular,
with the ranges of seats rising in succession behind each other; but, though Brooklyn is
by much the smaller place,—the population of New York being about 300,000, and that of
Brooklyn 30,000—its lecture room is much larger, more lofty, better proportioned, and was
filled every night by a larger audience than had yet attended any of the lectures in New
York.

At the termination of the Brooklyn course, | was still further detained for six weeks longer
in New York, to repeat my course on Egypt at the Stuyvesant Institute; to give a second
course on Palestine at the lecture room of St. Luke's church in Hudson Street: and a third
course on Egypt and Palestine combined at the Chatham Street chapel, each in different
quarters of the city, and attended by different classes of auditors—that at the Stuyvesant
averaging 600; that at St. Luke's, in Hudson Street, about 200; and that in Chatham Street
chapel not less than 2000; each being up to the fullest capacity of the respective places to
contain.

Independently of these labours on my own account, | had the pleasure to assist at the
following public meetings, which were fixed for those evenings on which my own labours
were suspended; and although VOL. I. C 18 these intervening days were originally set
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aside for rest, | was too happy in the appropriation of them to the objects named, to regret
for a moment the extra labour they involved.

The first of these public meetings was held in the Tabernacle, a large church or meeting-
house in Broadway, to advocate and promote the cause of Temperance. The Tabernacle
Is one of the largest places of worship in New York, and will contain nearly 3000 persons.
On this occasion it was filled to overflowing, and large numbers were unable to obtain
admission. At half-past seven the chair was taken by S. V. S. Wilder, Esq., and the
meeting was opened with prayer by the Rev. M. Duffield. | was then introduced to the
audience by a short address from the chairman; after which | spoke for about two hours,
giving the history of the temperance reformation in England, the efforts made in the House
of Commons, the evidence procured by its committee of inquiry, and the recent progress
of the question in the public mind in Britain, followed by some general arguments in favour
of the cause, as applicable to this and every other country on the globe. The audience,
large as it was, evinced the deepest interest in the subject; and the meeting closed with a
more than usual expression of enthusiasm.

The second of these public meetings was one held by the New York Peace Society, which
took place in Chatham Street chapel. This building, though not so large as the Tabernacle,
will comfortably accommodate 2000 persons seated; and when the aisles and all other
standing places are filled, 2500 can be 19 admitted. Every part of it was crowded on

the present occasion, and many went away for want of room. The chair was taken at
seven, and the meeting was opened by sacred music, vocal and instrumental, beautifully
executed by a very numerous and well-trained choir. Here also, as at the Tabernacle, the
deepest attention was manifested; and during the two hours of my address,—which was
devoted to an exposition of the horrors and miseries of War, its injustice, and the long train
of evils which it inflicted on mankind, the desirability of its abolition, and the practicability of
establishing a Congress of Nations, to which, as to a supreme tribunal, all those disputes
between nations, now settled by an appeal to the sword, might be referred for adjudication,
and war thus be averted,—nothing could exceed the interest evinced by the hearers,
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or the unanimity of the approbation with which these statements and sentiments were
received. The meeting was closed, as it was opened, by sacred music, and the effect was
altogether most impressive as well as agreeable.

The third public meeting that | attended was to advocate and promote the cause of
National Education. This was held in the Tabernacle, on Tuesday the 14th of December,
and attended by as many as the building would contain. The meeting was called by
John Orville Taylor, Esqg., a gentleman who has taken a deep interest in the promotion
of education and the improvement of the common schools, and who for some years past
has given his time almost exclusively to this object. At seven o'clock, on the motion of
Col. Stone, the editor of one of the principal daily newspapers, Samuel Mott, Esqg., a
member ¢ 2 20 of the Society of Friends, and a gentleman who takes a prominent part in
the promotion of education, was called to the chair. After this, Mr. Taylor addressed the
meeting for about an hour, detailing the defects of the common schools in the country
districts of the several states; showing how these defects might be remedied; and
proposing that, for the purpose of carrying forward the requisite improvements, a society
should be formed, to be called “The Common School Union,” to act for the benefit of the
common schools of the country—as the “Sunday School Union” does for the Sunday
schools of the states—a proposition which was well received.

Mr. Taylor was followed by the Rev. M. Brackenridge, of Princeton, one of the most
eloquent of the public men of the present day; who made a very powerful speech in
support of the general cause of education, and urged the necessity of carefully excluding
persons who were known to be infidels, from all participation in the management or
direction of schools, either as. teachers or assistants. At the close of his speech, a
remarkable scene occurred: a well-dressed and middle-aged lady rose in front of the
gallery, and asked permission of the chairman to put a question to the speaker who

had just sat down. She represented herself as a foreigner, and spoke with the accent

of a German, but used correct and appropriate language, and expressed herself with
great firmness and self-possession. Permission having been granted from the chair, the
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guestion she proposed was this, “Whether the reverend gentleman, who had spoken so
severely of infidels, was ready to accept her challenge, and prepared to fight the infidels
with 21 their own weapons?” A scene of great excitement followed—the indignation of
the audience being loudly and generally expressed; and all the efforts of the chairman
and those on the platform to repress it were for some time ineffectual. At length, silence
being restored, Mr. Brackenridge rose, and said that he was quite prepared to answer
the question proposed to him; and his reply was this, “That he had been taught from his
infancy, and Christianity has since confirmed the propriety of the lesson, that it would be
altogether unbecoming his character as a man, to take up any kind of weapons to fight
with a woman.” The lady appeared satisfied with the reply—or, seeing the feeling of the
meeting to be so strongly against her interruption, made no further appeal—and order
was, therefore, speedily restored.

After this, | addressed the meeting, by the introduction of the chairman, for about an hour
and half, on the subject of Education generally, its state and condition in various countries
of the world, and the peculiar importance of this question to America, as being the country
in which the mass of the people exercised a larger share of power than in any other nation
in the world; it being therefore of the utmost consequence that this power should be
directed by intelligence, which could only be communicated, generally and extensively, by
a good system of National Education. The meeting did not separate till 10 o'clock, and its
proceedings were marked by great animation and enthusiasm.

The fourth public meeting that | was called on to attend, was that of the anniversary of the
New York City Tract Society, an extensive and useful body, 22 who employ sixteen paid
missionaries, at regular annual salaries, to devote their whole time to visiting the most
wretched and abandoned part of the population in their own dwellings, and, by the use

of printed tracts, conversation, admonition, and persuasion, incline them to change their
modes of life, attend to the better management of their temporal affairs, and devote some
portion of their time to spiritual ones. These missionaries are assisted in their benevolent
labours by the voluntary services of eleven hundred male and female district visitors, who,
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day by day, devote some portion of their time to the same object, and are instrumental in
rescuing large numbers every year from profligacy and dissipation; prevailing on hundreds
to join the Temperance Society, to become more economical and industrious, to attend
public worship, to send their children to the Sunday schools, and so to amend their lives in
industry, sobriety, morals, and religion, as to become changed beings—nbetter husbands,
better wives, better parents, better children, and better members of the community.

At 7 o'clock the chair was taken by the president of the Society, Zachariah Lewis, Esq.,

a venerable old gentleman, above seventy years of age. Music was then performed

by the New York Academy of Sacred Music, assisted by the choir of the Tabernacle,

the building in which we were assembled; and nothing could be more chaste or perfect
than its execution. Prayer was then offered up by the Rev. Dr. Ferris, of the Reformed
Dutch church; after which the annual reports of the secretary and treasurer were read,
and speeches were delivered in support of the objects 23 of the Society by the Rev. M.
Remington, of the Methodist church, the Rev. J. W. Cooke, of the Episcopal church,

the Rev. Silas llsley, of the Baptist church, and the Rev. W. Adams, of the Presbyterian
church; thus embracing ministers of the principal religious bodies in the city. At intervals of
about an hour apart, two other pieces of sacred music were performed by the members of
the Academy and the choir united, each with equal sweetness and skill, adding greatly to
the charm of the proceedings. It was half-past nine before | was called on by the chairman
to terminate the business of the evening by a closing address; and though the subject and
the interest | felt in it drew me on beyond half-past ten, the attention was as profound and
unbroken at that late hour as in the earliest part of the evening, A collection was made at
the close of the whole, for the funds of the Society, by which a sum of 3,500 dollars was
realized, a substantial proof of the sincerity and zeal of those who contributed it.

The fifth public meeting that | attended was that of the Total Abstinence Society, or
that branch of the Temperance Society which recommends the entire abstinence from
all intoxicating drinks as a beverage, and avoids the use of wine, beer, or any other
drink that can produce intoxication, as much as ardent spirits. This meeting was held in
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the Methodist chapel in Green Street, which was filled in every part; and about twenty
clergymen, ministers, and members of the board or committee, were on the platform.
Several speeches were delivered on the subject of temperance, and, in the intervals,
appropriate music was performed; and one or two odes and hymns, 24 written for the
occasion, were sung by the choir. My own effort was reserved for the closing address, as
had been done on all the previous occasions of such public meetings; and the effect of
the whole was, to add a very considerable number of members to the Total Abstinence
Society, by persons coming forward, after the proceedings were over, to enter their
names, sign the pledge to abstain from all that can intoxicate, and contribute to the funds
of the institution.

The sixth public meeting at which | assisted, was the anniversary of the Half Orphan
Asylum, which was held at the Stuyvesant Institute, on Wednesday, the 10th of January,
1838, at noon. There had existed, previous to this, an orphan asylum for those unhappy
children who had lost both their parents; but many little objects of charity who had lost only
one, though that surviving parent should be helpless, were shut out from admission by the
terms of its constitution. It was to meet such cases as these, that this second institution
was formed. Its projectors, supporters, and managers, were ladies, and the good they had
already effected was sufficiently proved by the exhibition of about a hundred little children,
of both sexes, who had been saved from certain want and probable vice and misery

by their benevolent exertions. The funds were supplied wholly by annual subscriptions
and voluntary donations; and it was impossible to hear the report read, and witness the
amount of benefit secured, without being delighted to find how small an amount of money,
judiciously applied, will procure a large amount of good; and without being at the same
time surprised, that 25 mankind are so slow in learning that the pleasures of benevolence
are at once the cheapest, the most exquisite, and the most enduring that man can enjoy.
The meeting was very numerous, though composed almost wholly of ladies; and the
proceedings were conducted, and addresses made, by the chairman, the Rev. Dr. Peters,
the secretary who read the report, the Rev. Dr. Hawkes, and myself.
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The seventh public meeting in which | took a part, was held at the Tabernacle, on
Tuesday, the 16th of January, for the purpose of presenting to the community of New
York the claims which the Seamen of the port had on their sympathy and aid, with a

view to induce the public to assist in rescuing them from the snares and temptations by
which sailors are surrounded and beset on landing, and providing for them comfortable,
orderly, and temperate boarding-houses, to be called Sailors' Homes. From the interest

| had always taken in the welfare of this deserving but neglected class of beings in my
own country, my attention was naturally drawn to their condition here; and | found, on
inspection and inquiry, that here, as in England, the sailor is hardly permitted to tread the
shore, after his arrival from a long voyage, before he is beset and surrounded with an
unprincipled gang of grog-shop keepers, pawnbrokers, procuresses, crimps, and other
“land-sharks,” as they are most appropriately called, all anxious to make the unsuspecting
victim their prey. He is then decoyed by flattering words, and the offer of money for his
immediate wants before his wages are paid, to some low boarding house, attached

to which, or near at hand, are all the vicious allurements of intoxicating drink, gaming,
dancing, 26 women, and every thing that can draw his money from his pocket; so that

by these joint influences he is often drained of the whole earnings of a year of peril and
hardship at sea, in the short space of a single week, at the end of which he has to embark
again upon the ocean, without even the means of purchasing sufficient clothes for his
voyage, or leaving any provision for his family or kindred behind him.

To remedy this evil, some benevolent ladies had been prevailed on to set the example of
establishing a single Sailors' Home, which | went with my family to visit on the morning
of the day of our meeting. We found it all that could be desired—a good kitchen, well
furnished with every requisite—a clean and airy mess-room for eating—a large sitting-
room, well provided with plain furniture—and useful and entertaining books for reading
—spacious and well-ventilated dormitories, with clean and wholesome beds, and ample
room for the sailors' chests and hammocks—and, above all, a “sick bay,” as it is called
by sailors—a large open room used as a hospital for the men. The establishment was
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presided over by Captain Gulson, a seaman of experience and good character, assisted
by his wife and sister, who managed all the household supplies and arrangements, while
he superintended the general discipline. A physician attended the house weekly, or oftener
if required, to prescribe for those who needed it; and a chaplain read prayers, morning and
evening, and conducted public worship on Sundays. The food was simple, but wholesome
and ample. No spirits, wine, beer, or any other stimulating drink, was permitted to enter the
establishment; nor was smoking, the great auxiliary 27 and promoter of drinking, allowed
within the walls. The number of sailors at present boarding here were forty, which was

as many as the house would comfortably accommodate; but more than a hundred had
been shipped from the house since its establishment, only two months since,—captains

of ships preferring to take them from hence, as being better assured of their sobriety,

only one failure in which had taken place since the house was opened. The sum charged
to each of the seamen for board and lodging, with every thing in the most comfortable
abundance, was only three dollars, or about twelve shillings sterling, per week; and this
was found to be sufficient to cover all the expenses of the establishment. Thus, economy
was added to all the other attractions of this Home; as, for much worse fare in the ordinary
boarding-houses, from four to five dollars are charged, independently of the constant drain
for drinking, and other vicious indulgences, of all the men's surplus money; while those
who live in the Sailors' Home are easily persuaded to put their wages received into the
Savings' Bank, and thus to accumulate, instead of dissipating and destroying, their hard-
earned gains.

The object of this meeting was to present these facts to the community, and appeal to
them in support of such institutions, which, with their aid, it would be easy to multiply,
first in New York, and then in every other port of the country. It was matter of surprise
and regret to me, to find that not a single shipowner or merchant of note was present on
the platform of the meeting; though they who amass their fortunes by the enterprise of
sailors, ought undoubtedly to have taken the lead on such a subject. 28 But the principal
supporters of it were the ladies of the New York Bethel Union, and some ministers of the
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gospel and philanthropic laymen, wholly unconnected with shipping, commerce, or trade.
The meeting was very numerously attended, and addressed by the Rev. Mr. Greenleaf,
secretary, and editor of the Nautical Magazine; the Rev. Mr. Elliott, who had been himself
a sailor in early life up to the age of thirty, and had afterwards entered the ministry; and by
myself. Great sympathy was manifested and expressed by the audience, which exceeded
3000 persons, and a very liberal collection was made in aid of the fund forming for the
purpose of setting on foot more such Homes as this, by paying the first cost of their fitting
up and furniture, and so keeping the rate of expense to the seamen, below the standard of
ordinary boarding-houses, and yet sufficiently high to maintain the establishment out of its
own weekly receipts, as soon as it had been set up in the manner described.

When all the public institutions that solicited my aid had been thus assisted, at the public
meetings held on their behalf, | had hoped to have enjoyed some intervals of repose,
between the days on which my lectures were announced to be delivered, as | found

the labour of public speaking and private visiting every day, to be a little more than was
congenial to health or comfort. But | was not permitted to enjoy even these occasional
intervals of repose, as | was pressed into the service of individual and collective charity, to
give some public lectures, first, for the benefit of a family of respectability, who had been
well off in England, came here, suffered losses and 29 sickness, and were now in great
distress; and secondly, for the benefit of the poor in a district or quarter of the town where
the English and Irish emigrants chiefly reside, before they are drained off to the Western
states, and where the misery and suffering, among these emigrants, seemed to me to be
equal to any thing that | had seen at home.

In addition to those opportunities which my own several courses of lectures, and the
assisting at those public meetings, afforded me of becoming acquainted with the most
intelligent and benevolent members of the community, we visited, in company with the
directors of the institution themselves, almost all the public establishments of the city
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connected with moral or social improvement, of each of which an account will be given in
its proper place.

| passed an entire day also with the Hon. Daniel Webster, the eminent senator from
Massachusetts, in a public visit made by him to his political friends at Newark, one of

the principal cities of New Jersey, about ten miles from New York, during which | saw a
great deal to admire in the picture which it presented of the people among whom we were
placed.

| was taken by several friends to the different polling places of the wards, during the
exciting election of members for the legislature, which occurred within the first month

of our stay here, and which was said to have agitated the whole country more than

any election for many years. In addition to all this, we were invited to dine and pass the
evening with so many families in the first circles of society, that we had the opportunity of
becoming personally acquainted with all the leading members of the community, and 30
seeing the state of manners in every class, and in every variety of aspect.

| was introduced also to the leading members of the legal profession, by being invited to
their club, where about fifty of the principal gentlemen of the bench and the bar meet every
Saturday evening at the houses of the members in rotation, and thus had an opportunity of
becoming acquainted with the greatest number of the judges, the principal barristers, and
the most eminent of the attorneys, for some of each class belonged to the club.

The great body of the clergy and ministers of the gospel were among my most frequent
visitors and companions, our labours in assisting at the various public meetings bringing
us much together; besides which, they were among the most constant attendants on my
lectures. In addition to this, the chancellor of the University, the Rev. Dr. Matthews, invited
several parties of the most eminent among the scientific professors and literary men of
New York, to meet me at his official residence. These two classes of soirées, the legal and
the clerical, were among the most intellectual and agreeable | ever remember to have met
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with anywhere, not even excepting the delightful literary soirées of London and Paris; for
though, at these, the number and eminence of the distinguished individuals present were
always greater than here; yet, in the parties of the legal, clerical, and literary men in New
York, there was a simplicity of manners, and an intensity of interest in the subjects that
engaged their attention, which was particularly charming.

At the most moderate calculation that can be 31 made, | think that, during the four

months of our stay in New York, | became personally acquainted, by introduction and
interchange of calls and visits, with nearly 500 individuals; while those who attended my
courses of lectures, delivered in different parts of the city, and formed the audiences of the
several public meetings at which | assisted, exceeded 20,000 in number; so that | was as
generally and extensively known to the inhabitants, as any man could well become in that
space of time.

It was from such sources, and such opportunities as these, that | drew the information,
and made the observations, which | have committed to paper, respecting the city, and the
objects of interest it contains. Having no preconceived notions to establish or defend, no
theory of society to maintain, nor any interest whatever to serve, | believe that | brought
to the execution of this task as much of impartiality as human nature will admit of one's
exercising on topics like these; and, if to some, my estimate should appear too high, or to
others too low, my justification is, that | have aimed at no standard but that of truth; and
whether it made in favour of or against the objects spoken of, | have been so intent on its
discovery, that | could not forego the pleasure of freely expressing it, whether acceptable
or otherwise.

The following, then, is the result of my inquiries and observations on New York, during my
residence in that city.

CHAP. III.
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History of New York from 1609 to 1838—Topography and plan of the city and its environs
—Astonishing rapidity of the increase of population—Comparison of its shipping at
different periods—Augmentation of its revenue and foreign commerce—Admirable
situation chosen for the city—Great advantage of extensive water-margin—Qutline of

the plan, and general form of the city—Public squares and open spaces in New York—
Public buildings—City Hall, Custom House, Exchange—Churches and style of architecture
in general use—Hotels and general accommodation in them—Theatres and places of
amusement of various kinds—Private dwellings—interior—style—furniture—Streets and
their peculiarities compared with ours—Appearance of the principal shops or stores—
Number of elegantly-dressed ladies in Broadway—Absence of the splendid equipages of
England.

The spot on which the city of New York now stands, was, little more than two centuries
ago, a forest, inhabited by tribes of untutored Indians. It was in 1609 that the island of
Manhattan was first discovered by an English navigator, Henry Hudson, then in the service
of the Dutch West India Company; and he found the tribes inhabiting it so inhospitable,
that they refused to hold any intercourse with him even for barter and trade. The Indians
of the continent, on the opposite shore of New Jersey, were more accessible; and,
encouraged by his friendly relations with them, he sailed up the great North river 33 for
150 miles, and gave it the name which it now bears—the Hudson. The Dutch availed
themselves of this discovery, to make a settlement for trading purposes, high up the river,
on an island near the present town of Albany, where furs were to be obtained abundantly;
but the hostility of the tribes inhabiting the island near the sea, on which New York now
stands, was not overcome till three years afterwards; the first fort built there by the Dutch
being in 1612. It was not until 1623 that the Indians could be prevailed upon to part with
the land on which New York is built; and even then, the settlement formed here was
confined to an enlarged fort, where the confluence of the two rivers, the North and the
East, swept round the southern point of the island, and made it a suitable place for a
fortification to command the harbour, as the Battery of the present city, which occupies the
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same locality, does at the present time. From this point, as the population increased, the
town began to extend from the fort northward, and it was then called New Amsterdam.

In 1664, the city was taken by the British, from whom, however, it was rescued by the
Dutch in 1673. After remaining in their possession for a year only, it was restored again

to the English; and being then granted by Charles the Second to his brother James, the
Duke of York, its name was changed to New York. From this time onward, its population
and buildings seem to have made a slow but steadily increasing progress; and the state of
the municipal government, and the improved police of the town, kept pace with its increase
in size. It was in 1684 that the first city-watch was appointed, the VOL. |. D 34 number of
these heroes of the night being twelve, and their pay a shilling each per night. In 1697,

the lighting of the city was provided for by an order, which compelled all persons to put
lights in their windows, under a penalty of ninepence for each omission; and every seventh
house in each street was, in addition to this, required to hang out a pole with a lantern and
candle suspended on it, to light the street.

In 1725 the first newspaper was published in New York, called the Weekly Gazette; and

in 1729 a large library, belonging to Dr. Millington, of England, was presented, after his
decease, to the city, by the London Society for propagating the Gospel in Foreign Parts.
These two events gave an impetus to the operations of the public mind; and improvements
of every kind became more marked than before. It was in 1765 that the famous stamp-
act, attempted to be imposed on the American colonies by the British, produced such
excitement as to lead to the meeting of a congress at New York, composed of delegates
from other parts of the colonies. Early in 1776 the American army entered New York,

and, on the 8th of July in that year, Independence was proclaimed; when the celebrated
Declaration, signed at Philadelphia only four days before, by the founders of the American
republic, was read to the inhabitants, and at the head of each brigade of the army. In the
same year, however, the British obtained a victory over the American troops in the battle of
Long Island, and repossessed themselves of New York. This was in August 1776; and in
September of the same eventful year, a dreadful conflagration occurred, which destroyed
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35 nearly 500 houses, the whole number being then only 4,000, and the inhabitants
reckoned at 30,000 in round numbers.

It was not until seven years after this, or in 1783, that New York was finally evacuated
by the British, when the American army, led by General Washington, entered and took
possession of it; and the anniversary of this event is celebrated every year, with military
pomp and festivity, under the name of Evacuation Day, which happens on the 25th of
November.

It was in this city that the first American congress was held, when the members met after
the revolutionary war, in the year 1785, in the old city-hall; and in April, 1789, General
Washington was inaugurated in the gallery of the same building, as the first president of
the United States.

From this period, the most rapid progress of New York may be fairly dated; as it was
unqguestionably owing more to her freedom from foreign dominion, and the right to
develope and direct her energies in the way that seemed best to her, without waiting for
directions from a distant quarter, than to all other causes put together, that the amazing
increase in size, population, and opulence, which New York now exhibits, must be
attributed. How great that difference is, can only be exhibited by the use of figures.

In 1786 the population was 23,614; in 1836 it was 203,007; and at present it is nearly
300,000.

In 1791 the whole amount of the exports from New York was 2,505,465 dollars; in 1816,
only twenty-five years afterwards, the more duties on merchandise imported, as paid

by the port of New York alone into the treasury of the United States, was 16,000,000
dollars; D 2 36 and in the year 1836 the amount of the exports was 128,663,040, and of
the imports 189,980,035 dollars.
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At the period of General Washington's inauguration, the whole city of New York was not
more than half a mile long, its northern extremity terminating south of the present city-hall;
while at present, the length of the city exceeds three miles, and streets are paved and
lighted, and avenues for buildings laid out and prepared, a mile at least beyond that.

The value of the property in New York, in 1786, is estimated to have been about 12
millions of dollars; in 1825 it was assessed by valuation at 98 millions of dollars; and in
1834 it was assessed at 218 millions of dollars.

In 1786 the whole shipping of the port did not exceed 120 in number, measuring about
18,000 tons. In 1886 they consisted of 2,293 vessels, of which there were 599 ships, 197
barks, 1,073 brigs and galleys, 412 schooners, and 4 sloops; exceeding 350,000 tons.
Such is the brief and encouraging history of New York.

Of its topography, it will not be difficult to present an intelligible description. The island

of Manhattan, on which the city of New York stands, is a long and narrow slip, projecting
southward, like a tongue, from the point where it is separated from the main land; its length
from north to south being about fourteen miles, and its average breadth not exceeding a
mile, the area containing about 14,000 acres. The East river (as it is called, but in reality a
narrow strait, or arm of the sea,) flows down to the Atlantic, along the eastern edge of this
long and narrow island, and the Hudson river flows down to the 37 harbour of New York,
along the western margin of the same piece of land, so that throughout the whole of the
island the breadth is nowhere greater than two miles across, and in many places it is not
more than half a mile, the average being about a mile throughout.

It is impossible to conceive, therefore, a more advantageous site for the foundation of a
maritime city than this; as it furnishes two lines of river frontage, one on the east and the
one on the west, each of fourteen miles in length; and from the central parts of the city,
where the streets are open towards the water, the two rivers may be seen, one on each
side, from the same point of view, with ships and smaller vessels sailing, or at anchor,
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in each. Along these river fronts, east and west, as far as the town at present extends,
which is about four miles from north to south, the shores are lined with wharves, for the
accommodation of vessels of every size and description, from the sloop of 50 tons to the
London or Liverpool packet of 1000 tons; and from the smallest steam ferry-boat to the
largest steam-vessels that sail from New York to other ports north and south of it.

Two other great advantages arise from this arrangement of the streets in the plan of

the city. The first is the free and healthy ventilation of the whole, let the wind come from
whatever quarter it may, as the full current of air is unimpeded in its course; and the
second is, the easy drainage of all the central parts, from the general declivity which
proceeds from the central ridge gradually downward to the water on both sides of the city.
These advantages are not yet sufficiently appreciated, nor are they secured by the 38 best
practicable means; but as wealth and population increase, they will, no doubt, be more
and more valued, and carefully cherished and preserved.

The southern extremity of this long and narrow island, where the Eastern and Western
rivers have their confluence, and mingle their waters with those of the sea, is occupied by
an open grassy plot (about eleven acres,) planted with trees, and laid out in gravel-walks,
under the name of the Battery; projecting beyond which, is a castellated edifice, built on
a ledge of rocks, and now called the Castle Gardens, from its containing within its limits a
public garden and promenade, and being a place where fireworks are often exhibited for
the gratification of the visitors.

From this Battery, or from the Castle-Garden beyond it, as you look south, the view

Is varied and interesting. Immediately in front of the spectator is a small island, called
Governor's Island, containing several dwellings, planted around with trees, and having
at its western, extremity a large circular fort, pierced for a great number of cannon,
commanding the channel by which alone ships can approach the inner harbour. Beyond
this, to the south-west, is another small island, called Bedloe's Island; and still further
on, in the same direction, the larger island, called Staten Island, on which is the town
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of Richmond, the more recent watering-place of New Brighton, and a number of pretty
terraces and villas. Through the opening between Staten Island on the west, and Long
Island on the east, constituting the channel of the Narrows, the Atlantic ocean becomes
visible near the low projection of Sandy Hook. 39 While these varied objects present
themselves in the direction of the south, the view to the west includes Jersey city, on the
other side of the Hudson, here about a mile across; and on the east, the city of Brooklyn,
seated on the heights of Long Island, on the other side of the East river, at a distance of
about three-quarters of a mile.

It is from this point of the Battery, at the extremity of the island, that the topography of the
city may be most clearly traced. Advancing from this point northward, though strictly in
about a N.N.E. direction, the great avenue of Broadway extends from the Battery where it
begins, to Union Place where it terminates, a distance of nearly three miles in a direct line.
Beyond this, two large roads continue the way onward in the same general direction, the
Haerlem road diverging a little to the east, and the Bloomingdale road a little to the west,
each extending to the extremity of the island. For this length, of three miles, the city may
be said to be compactly built; and for two miles beyond this, the avenues and streets are
laid out, many of them paved and lighted, and in several of them, houses are built on each
side. From Broadway, as from a common centre, the lateral or cross streets lead out east
and west, on either side, terminating at one or other of the river fronts, and enabling the
passenger, as he goes up or down this great thoroughfare, to see at almost every opening,
the ships at the wharfs, at anchor, or under sail. Several great avenues, of nearly equal
length and breadth with the principal one of Broadway, run nearly parallel to it on either
side, or lengthwise of the city, the principal of which are Greenwich 40 Street and Hudson
Street on the west, near the North river; and the Bowery, which makes a slight curve and
intersects the most densely peopled part of the town, on the east of Broadway, and these
are each crossed by streets at nearly right angles.

The plan of the city is generally regular—much more regular than any of our old cities
in Europe, though not so regular as Philadelphia, in this country, or the new parts of
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Edinburgh and London, in Britain. The irregularities are here, as elsewhere, chiefly in the
oldest parts of the town. From the Battery, for about half a mile upward, or one-sixth the
length of the city, the irregularity is considerable, though even here there are some fine
separate mansions, noble hotels, and regular terraces of dwellings. The great fire of 1835,
which destroyed so large a portion of the eastern part, comprehending all the mercantile
quarter near the river, and sweeping away 41 property worth twenty millions of dollars,
has had the effect of greatly improving the aspect of this section; as the new buildings,
though occupying nearly the same ground as the old ones, are more substantially and
more regularly constructed, and give to the whole quarter an air of uniformity which it did
not before possess.

Beyond this half mile of length, which extends to the open space called the Park, the
streets become more regular, and the whole aspect of the city more modern. As you
advance higher up towards the termination of Broadway, the improvement becomes more
and more manifest, and a considerable degree of elegance as well as regularity reigns in
all the principal streets at the northern extremity of the town.

Of the public places for air and exercise, with which the continental cities of Europe are
so abundantly 42 and agreeably furnished, and which London, Bath, and some other of
the larger cities of England, contain, there is a marked deficiency in New York. Except the
Battery, which is agreeable only in summer, the Bowling Green is a confined space of 200
feet long by 150 broad; the Park, which is a comparatively small spot of land (about ten
acres only) in the heart of the city, and quite a public thoroughfare; Hudson Square, the
prettiest of the whole, but small, being only about four acres; and the open space within
Washington Square, about nine acres, which is not yet furnished with gravel-walks or
shady trees—there is no large place in the nature of a park, or public garden, or public
walk, where persons of all classes may take air and exercise. This is a defect which, it is
hoped, will ere long be remedied, as there is no country perhaps in which it would be more
advantageous to the health and pleasure of the community than this, to encourage, by
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every possible means, the use of air and exercise to a much greater extent than either is
at present enjoyed.

The public buildings are neither so numerous nor so striking as in the cities of older
countries. The principal edifice is the City-hall, which occupies a commanding situation

in the centre of the most populous part of the city, and surrounded by the open space
constituting the Park. It is 216 feet in length by 105 in breadth. Its front, which is towards
the south, as well as its ends towards the east and west, are built of fine white marble;

its foundation was laid in 1803, and the building was completed in 1812, at an expense
exceeding half a million of dollars; yet, recently as this date seems, the reason universally
43 alleged here for its northern front being built of brown freestone, while the southern
front is of pure white marble, is, that the builders never expected the city to extend beyond
the City-hall, to the north; this edifice being then at the northern extremity of the town, and
New York being accordingly about half a mile in length; whereas now, this hall has six
times as many houses north of it as it has south; the city having extended in that direction
from half a mile to three miles.

To the houses, therefore, occupying half a mile of length from the Battery to the City-hall,
this edifice presents its marble front, while to the houses occupying three miles of length
to the north of it, its brown freestone front is alone presented; so that if such a process
were practicable, the civic authorities would be glad to turn it right round, and place its
fronts just in the very opposite 44 direction to that in which they now stand. The building
Is much admired by the people of the city, and its advantageous position occasions it at
first to make a favourable impression. But on a closer examination this impression is not
sustained. The windows are much too large and too numerous for exterior architectural
beauty, though they may be advantageous for interior light and comfort. The central
tower and dome, surmounted by a figure of Justice, is not of sufficient breadth and
massiveness for the size of the building; but the interior is well disposed, and possesses
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all the accommodation and convenience which the business of the court and matters of
civic jurisdiction require.

The Custom House and the Merchants' Exchange, both of which were destroyed by the
late fire, are described as fine edifices. They are about to be replaced by others, both

of which are now in course 45 of erection, and rapidly advancing towards completion.
The Custom House is to be an exact copy of the celebrated Parthenon at Athens, and is
constructing of fine white marble. It is to be 177 feet long by 89 wide; and will have at each
front a splendid colonnade of the Doric order, the size of the pillars 32 feet in height and
5 feet in diameter; the centre of the interior hall is to rise in a dome 62 feet in diameter;
the floors will be supported on arches of stone, to be fire-proof, and the cost is estimated
at about half a million of dollars. The Merchants' Exchange is erecting not far from the
Custom House; it promises also to be a very fine building, and not to cost less than the
sum above named, the estimate indeed being somewhat higher.

The churches and places of worship (of which there are 162—only 24 of them built before
1800, and 138 46 since) are not so remarkable for the architectural beauty of their exterior,
in which they are generally deficient, as for the elegance and comfort of their interiors,

in which they far surpass our churches in England. The Episcopalian churches, and the
chapels of other Christian denominations, (though all are called churches here,) are the
same in this respect; the arrangement of the seats into separate pews, both below and

in the galleries, is the same as with us; but every seat is comfortably cushioned, and

lined at the back, furnished with warm carpets or rugs for the feet; the aisles are matted
to prevent the noise of the foot; and the whole is well warmed with stoves in every part.

In many cases, the pews are of highly polished mahogany, and the seats are cushioned
with damask, exhibiting great richness and elegance throughout. The box or tub pulpit,

so common in England, is everywhere discarded here; and instead of it, a platform, 47
ascended to by a flight of steps on either side, and containing a reading-desk, and seats
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for three or four persons behind it, takes its place; a substitution which greatly improves
the appearance.

The hotels are generally on a larger scale than in England. The great Astor-House,

which overlooks the Park from the west side of Broadway, is much larger in area than

the largest hotel in London or Paris; it makes up 600 beds, and has a proportionate
establishment to suit the scale of its general operations. It is built wholly of granite,

Is chaste in its syle of architecture, and is called after the rich John Jacob Astor, its
proprietor, who is now deemed not only the wealthiest man in the city, but, since the
death of Stephen Girard of Philadelphia, is considered the richest individual in the United
States; his income exceeding, it is said, a million of dollars annually, or near £250,000
sterling, from land, houses, stocks, and permanent sources, unconnected with the risks
of trade, from which he has long since retired, having realized his immense wealth by a
long life industriously and successfully devoted to the fur trade. The City Hotel is also very
large. The Washington, the Waverley, the Mansion House, the American, the Carlton, the
Clarendon, the Globe, and the Athenaeum, are all spacious establishments of the same
nature; and others of a smaller size abound in every quarter.

Of places of public amusement there are a great number, including six theatres, which are
well filled every night, though the majority of what would be called the more respectable
classes of society, the most opulent, and the most religious members of the community,
48 do not generally patronize, or approve of theatrical exhibitions under their present
management. The large sums paid to English and other foreign actors and actresses who
visit America is made up by the attendance of foreigners and persons not belonging to
either of the classes before enumerated; and this will hardly be wondered at, when it is
stated that every one of these theatres was not only open, but presented a combination
of new and unusual attractions, on the evenings of days kept by the classes named as
days of religious observance—the one, the day set apart by the proclamation of the state
government as a day of public thanksgiving; and the other, Christmas day.
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The private dwellings contain, as must be the case in all large cities, a great variety of
kinds and descriptions. The older houses are small, and mostly built of wood, painted
yellow or white. These are now confined to the residences of the poorer classes, and are
fast disappearing in every quarter; their places being occupied by substantial buildings
of brick, though here and there are a few with granite fronts. The style of decoration, in
the steps of ascent, the area railings, and the doors, is more florid and ornamental than
in the best parts of London, and the interior of the principal houses may be described as
spacious, handsome, and luxurious, with lofty passages, good stair-cases, large rooms,
and costly and gorgeous furniture. There are many individual houses of much greater
splendour in London than any to be seen in New York, especially in the mansions of

the English nobility; but, on the whole, the number of large, commodious, and elegantly
furnished 49 private dwellings in New York is much greater in proportion to the whole
population than those of London, and approaches nearer to the ratio of Edinburgh or Paris.

The streets are very unequal in their proportions and condition. The great avenue of
Broadway is striking from its continuous and unbroken length of three miles in a straight
line: but its breadth, about eighty feet, is not sufficiently ample for the due proportion to

its length. It is, moreover, wretchedly paved, both in the centre and on the sides. Large
holes and deep pits are frequently seen in the former; and in the latter, while before

some houses the slabs of stone are large, uniform, and level, there is often an immediate
transition from these to broken masses of loose stones, that require the greatest caution to
pass over, especially in wet or frosty weather. The lighting and cleansing of the streets is
not nearly so good as in the large towns of England, the gas being scanty in quantity, the
lamps too far removed from each other, and the body of scavengers both weak in numbers
and deficient in organization. Some of the smaller streets are almost impassable in times
of rain and snow; and when not incommoded by a profusion of mud or water, they are
prolific in their supply of dust. Many of the streets have trees planted along the edge of the
foot pavement on each side, which, in summer, affords an agreeable shade, but in autumn
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it has the disagreeable effect of strewing the path with falling leaves, and in winter it makes
the aspect more dreary.

A custom prevalils, in the principal streets for shops, of having wooden pillars planted along
the VOL. I. E 50 outer edge of the pavement, with horizontal beams reaching from pillar to
pillar, not unlike the stanchions and cross pieces of a rope-walk. On these pillars, usually
painted white, are pasted large printed placards, announcing the articles sold in the shop
before which they stand; and from the under side of the horizontal beam are suspended,
by hooks or rings, show-boards with printed bills of every colour. This is especially the
case opposite the bookstores. Another purpose which these pillars and beams serve, is
that of suspending awnings from the houses to the end of the pavement in summer, which
must make the shade grateful to the foot-passenger; but at all other times these wooden
appendages, made as they are without regard to regularity or uniformity, are a great
drawback to the otherwise good appearance of the streets. Broadway, which is greatly
disfigured by these, is therefore much inferior to Regent Street in London, in the general
air of cleanliness, neatness, light, spaciousness, good pavement, and fine shops, by which
the latter is characterized; and although the number of beautiful and gaily-dressed ladies,
who make Broadway their morning promenade, uniting shopping, visiting, and walking at
the same time, gives it a very animated appearance on a fine day between twelve and

two o'clock; yet the absence of handsome equipages and fine horses, and the fewness of
well-dressed gentlemen who have leisure to devote to morning promenades of pleasure,
occasions Broadway to be inferior in the general effect of brilliance and elegance to the
throng of Regent Street on a fine day in May, between three and four o'clock.

The civil or municipal government of the town is 51 vested in a mayor, alderman, and
common-council, elected annually by universal suffrage and the ballot, at the time when
the election for the legislature of the State takes place, which is annually. Political or party
considerations appear to weigh more with the electors than mere fitness for the duties

of office; and accordingly, Whig and Tory strive here, as they do in England, to fill the
municipal body with persons of their own politics, as if it seemed to them impossible that
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a good civic or municipal functionary could be found, out of the ranks of their own political
party. Their jurisdiction extends over the city and the surrounding waters. The offices are
not largely paid, nor accompanied by much patronage; and the candidates are rarely
considered to be invested with much additional dignity by their civic functions.

CHAP. IV.

Population of New York—Strangers, residents, merchants, traders—Public conveyances,
omnibuses, hackney coaches—~Private equipages, carriages, servants—Male and female
society, differences between them—~Private parties, balls and suppers—Comparison
between English and American soirées—Expensive and profuse entertainments given—
Condition of the humbler classes in America—Political parties, Conservatives, Reformers,
Radicals, Americans, Whigs, Democrats, Loco-focos—Politics of the wealthy mercantile
classes—Causes of the recent panic or embarrassment—Extravagant habits engendered
by the credit system—Effects of this on all classes of society—Loss of 20,000,000

by the great fire at New York—Newspapers of New York—Organs of parties—Penny
newspapers, character and influence—Proceedings of the election for state legislature
—Public meetings to support candidates for office—State of political parties—Deadly
reciprocal hostility—Gross misrepresentations of the motives and ends of each—Difficulty
of extracting truth from such conflicting statements—Attendance at the polls during the
election—Deficiency of a previous registration of voters—Vote by ballot, not secret voting
generally—Reasons why this is not necessary in America—Success of the Whigs in the
New York election—Intoxication of joy in the triumphant party—Extravagant projects of
political demonstration—National character and taste exhibited in this.

The population of New York is estimated at present to be little short of 300,000. Of these
perhaps there are 20,000 foreigners, including English and persons from Canada and
the British possessions, and 30,000 strangers from other states of the Union, making
therefore the fixed resident population 250,000, and the floating population about 50,000
more. The greatest number of these are engaged in commerce 53 or trade, with a due
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admixture of professional men, as clergy, physicians, and lawyers. But among them all,
there are fewer than perhaps in any other community in the world, who live without any
ostensible avocation. The richest capitalists still take a part in the business-proceedings of
the day; and men who have professedly retired, and have no counting-house or mercantile
establishment, still retain so much of the relish for profitable occupation, that they mingle
freely with the merchants, and are constantly found to be the buyers and sellers of stock,
in funds, or shares in companies, canals, rail-roads, banks, &c.

The result of all this is, to produce the busiest community that any man could desire to live
in. In the streets, all is hurry and bustle; the very carts, instead of being drawn by horses
at a walking-pace, are often met at a gallop, and always in a brisk trot, with the carter
standing in the front and driving by reins. Omnibuses are as numerous as in London,
many of them drawn by four horses, though the carriages are inferior to the English ones.
Hackney-coaches are also abundant, and superior in every respect to those of London.
These, with private carriages, which, however, are few and plain, generally with a black
coachman and footman, without display of livery or armorial bearings, added to gigs and
other vehicles, make up a crowd of conveyances through the public streets, which, from
their bad pavement, occasions as much rattling noise as in the most bustling parts of
Piccadilly or Cheapside. The whole of the population seen in the streets seem to enjoy
this bustle, and add to it by their own rapid pace, as if they were all going to some place of
appointment, 54 and were hurrying on, under the apprehension of being too late.

Of the men thus seen in public, the greater part are well dressed, and the more
fashionable among them more expensively than the same classes in England. Black cloth
Is the almost universal wear, and for the finest description of this, the most extravagant
prices are paid. Full cloth-cloaks, with velvet or fur collars and linings, and rich tassels,
are more numerous than with us; and the whole outer aspect of the moving crowd
indicates greater gaiety, and much more regard to personal appearance. The men are
not generally as handsome, however, as they are well dressed. An almost universal
paleness of countenance is seen, without the least tinge of ruddiness or colour; the marks
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of care and anxiety are also deeply furrowed on brows not yet bearing the impress of age;
and a general gloom or sadness of countenance is the rule—and hilarity of aspect, or
cheerfulness of appearance, the exception.

The women far exceed the men in the costliness of their dresses, and in the gaiety of their
walking apparel. There is, perhaps, no city in the world in which so many expensively-
dressed ladies may be seen walking or shopping, as on a fine morning may be met with in
Broadway. Rich and bright-coloured silks, satins, and other similarly costly materials, with
ermine-lined cloaks, and the most expensive furs—white, pink, and blue, satin bonnets
with ostrich feathers and flowers of the first quality—are worn by all who assume to be
genteel, or rank in the class of ladies, and the whole force of the wardrobe seems to

be exhausted in the walking costume. The women, 55 moreover, are much handsomer
than the men. They are almost uniformly good-looking—the greater number are what
would be called in England “pretty women,” which is something between good-looking
and handsome, in the nice distinctions of beauty. This uniformity extends also to their
figures, which are almost universally slender, and of good symmetry. Very few large or
stout women are seen, and none that we should call masculine. A more than usual degree
of feminine delicacy, enhanced by the general paleness of complexion and slightness of
figure, is particularly characteristic of American females—and the extreme respect and
deference shown to them every where by men, has a tendency to increase that delicacy,
by making them more dependent on the attention and assistance of others, than English
ladies of the same class usually are.

It is in private society, however, that one can best judge of both; and the result of my
observation, after having seen much of them in domestic circles, and in large and
fashionable parties, was this—as wives and mothers, the American women appear

to be exemplary in the extreme; and while the interior of their dwellings exhibits the
greatest attention to every thing that can give domestic comfort, an air of propriety and
decorum reigns over all their establishments. In the private and social visits which we
were permitted to pay to some of the families with whom we were on the most intimate
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footing, nothing could surpass the general good sense, amiability, intelligence, and
benevolence, which marked the conversation. The women were always equal to the men,
and often superior to them, in the extent of 56 their reading, and the shrewdness of their
observations; and though there is every where, on the part of American females, as far as
we had seen them, a shrinking away from any share in political conversation, (the notion
studiously impressed on them by the men, and not unwillingly entertained by themselves,
being, that it is unbecoming the timid and retiring delicacy of the female character to
meddle with political matters,) yet, whenever they ventured to pass this barrier, and
indirectly develope their views on public affairs, there seemed to me a clearness and

a soundness in their remarks, which sufficiently evinced their thorough understanding

of the subject. The leading features of the female character here, however, in the best
circles, are—domestic fidelity, social cheerfulness, unostentatious hospitality, and moral
and religious benevolence. There are, perhaps, ten times the number of women in good
society in New York, who interest themselves in the support and direction of moral objects
and benevolent institutions, that could be found in any city of the same population in
Europe; and while the husbands are busily engaged in their mercantile or professional
avocations, a good portion of the wealth they acquire is directed by the benevolent
influences of their wives into useful and charitable channels.

In the gayer parties of fashionable soirees and balls, the ladies do not appear to so much
advantage as in the sunny promenade, or in the private circle at home. Their fashionable
parties are as injudiciously crowded with more persons than the rooms will accommodate,
as in London—three or four hundred is not an unusual number of guests; and though the
rooms 57 are spacious, yet the crowd is so uncomfortably great, that the dancers have
scarcely room to make a small circle in the middle of the dense mass; while those who

do not dance, must be content to remain wedged into one compact and solid phalanx,
from which there is no moving, even for a change of position, till the dance is over; and
even then it will sometimes take a quarter of an hour to elbow through the crowd from one
room to another. | was asked, at one of these fashionable parties, by a lady, what there

America, historical, statistic, and descriptive. By J. S. Buckingham. http://www.loc.gov/resource/lhbtn.6750a



Library of Congress

was in the scene before us which characterized it as American, and wherein it differed
from an English party of the same number and description. My answer was, that the chief
points of difference observable to me were these—that there were a greater number of
pretty female forms and faces than were ever to be seen in an equal number of English
persons, and especially among the younger portion; but there were no such examples of
striking and surpassing beauty as one sometimes sees in one or two favoured individuals
of a large party at home. There were no “fine women” in the English sense of that term,
comprehending the requisites of tall, full, and commanding figures, bold and striking as
well as beautiful features, rosy colour, expressive eyes, and the noble air and carriage of
a lofty and dignified rank. On the other hand, the American ladies were dressed more in
the extreme of fashion, both as to form and materials; but there were no such splendid
displays of jewels as one sees in an English party. The dancing was monotonous and
indifferent—partly from languor, and partly, it is believed, from affectation of indifference,
which 58 is considered to be more genteel than vulgar vivacity—a weakness, no doubt,
copied from the English.

The gentlemen, in these fashionable parties, appeared far less handsome in person and
less polished in manners than the ladies; and many whom we saw were evidently very

ill at ease, and had their thoughts occupied by other subjects than those immediately
before.them. The refreshments were all substantial, as well as costly; if there was a fault in
them, it was that they were generally too abundant, and the pressure of the supper-rooms
most frequently exceeded that of the apartments of the dance. Cards are rarely or never
seen—the influence of the religious bodies on public opinion having banished these from
general society; and the propriety of language among all classes of the men is remarkable,
as not an oath, or an imprecation, so often offending the ear in what are deemed the best
circles in England, anywhere disturbs the general decorum of the scene. The same late
hours as are followed in England, unfortunately prevail here; and the most fashionable
persons, though invited for eight, rarely come till ten or eleven, and parties of any extent in
numbers are not often broken up till two or three in the morning.
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The condition of the more humble classes, as tradesmen, shopkeepers, clerks, and
artisans, is certainly more comfortable than that of the same classes in England; and
although they are all at present more or less affected by the general depression of trade,
occasioned by the late pecuniary crisis in the States, from which New York has suffered
more extensively, perhaps, than any other city in the Union, 59 yet all seem to possess
good dwellings, abundant clothing, and an ample supply of food. You do not see any
where in the streets persons asking alms, or labouring under any visible want of the
necessaries of life; nor do the offensive and disgusting scenes so often witnessed in

the great thoroughfares of London and the other large cities and towns of Britain, in the
persons of drunken men and women, with filthy and ragged children, deprived of their due
by the intemperance of their parents, ever meet the eye in the great public thoroughfares
of the city, at least; any more than the painful spectacle of young and miserable females
earning a wretched and precarious subsistence by the wages of prostitution. That there
does exist both poverty and intemperance, and that prostitution and crime accompany
these, in the less frequented quarters of this city, there can be no doubt; but they do not
obtrude themselves on the public eye in every part of the principal streets, as they do in
London; and after residing in New York for four months, being out almost every day, and
visiting nearly every part of the town in succession, we did not, in the whole, see so many
of either of the classes named, during all that period, as one meets in a single morning's
walk from Charing Cross to Cornbhill.

There are here, as there are in England, three political parties—conservatives, moderate
reformers, and radicals; and, following after the bad example of the mother country,

each party seems determined to see no virtue and no merit in either of the others. The
conservatives are here called Whigs; the moderate reformers are called Democrats;

and the radicals are called Loco Focos, a recent name, bestowed 60 on them from this
incident: a public meeting of the Democrats was called at Tammany Hall, their usual place
of assembling; and the Radicals, wishing to obtain possession of the room, but not being
strong enough in numbers to effect this by force, resorted to the following stratagem:
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—each member of the radical body was furnished with one of the small instantaneous
light-matches, which are called loco focos—and each taking a box of these in his pocket,
they contrived, by a preconcerted arrangement, to extinguish all the lights of the room,
during the proceedings of the evening. The whole of the audience being thus left in utter
darkness, the greater number of them, who were not in the secret, went away; when the
radicals, taking advantage of their retirement, lighted all their matches, and with these,
rekindled the lights in every part of the room at once, after which they voted into the
chair a member of their own body, proposed and carried their own previously-prepared
resolutions, and sent them out in the papers of the following day, as the resolutions of the
great Democratic meeting, held by public advertisement at Tammany Hall. This trick, as
might be expected, brought deserved discredit on the party practising it, and has fixed
upon them a name which unites opprobrium and ridicule in one.

The conservatives are here called Whigs; and they correspond in political character and
sentiment with the Whigs of England; being quite as loud in their professions of liberal
principles, but quite as unwilling to carry them out into practice. One of their leading-
organs lately published a very remarkable essay, signed “Sidney,” attributed to the pen

of a 61 prominent leader of the Whig party, which, besides advocating conservative
principles generally, went the length of saying, that “experience had shown that there was
as much chance of obtaining a good chief magistrate by hereditary descent as by popular
election, and that consequently the monarchical principle was as favourable to liberty as
the republican.” This doctrine was so acceptable to the greater number of the Whigs, that
most of their newspapers lauded it; until it was attacked with such ability and force in the
democratic prints, that the young men among the Whigs felt it necessary to hold a public
meeting, to disavow their participation in any such doctrine, and to declare themselves to
be uncompromising republicans.

As far, however, as | was able to discover, by my intercourse with editors and political men
of all parties, and by comparison of their journals, | found the American Whigs to be quite
as conservative as their namesakes at home. They are nearly all in favour of giving wealth
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a more open and direct influence than it now possesses, in the suffrage for elections, and
would be glad to exclude from the electoral body all who have not some fixed amount

of property. They are against any changes that would increase the power or influence

of the people. They are in favour of monopolies in chartered or incorporated banks, and
against free trade, except in their own products and manufactures. They sympathize
almost universally with the Tory party in England; they think that even Lord Grey carried
the principles of reform too far, and would be glad to see the Duke of Wellington and Sir
Robert Peel restored to 62 office. They think Lord John Russell perfectly right in refusing to
accede to any proposition for the extension of the suffrage, for shortening the duration of
parliament, or for granting the vote by ballot. They are against the separation of the church
of England from the state, and against any alteration in the constitution of the House of
Lords. They are averse to any discussion of the question of Slavery, and are generally
hostile to its abolition. They condemn the Canadians for their attempt to establish a free
government for themselves; and, in short, they think, and feel, and act, with reference to
the other classes of the community here, just as the Tories and high-conservative Whigs
do in England.

The numerical force of this party is very considerable in New York, and it is still more
remarkable for the wealth and influence of its members than even for their numbers.
Nearly all the rich capitalists and merchants belong to this party; the more wealthy
tradesmen also adhere to it: while the clergy of the Episcopal church, the ministers of
other Christian sects, the lawyers, and the medical profession,—in short, all who desire
to rank with the aristocratical or genteel portion of society, either really entertain, or find it
convenient to profess, whig or conservative principles, and prefer the latter name to the
former. What has contributed very much to strengthen this party among the merchants
of this city, is the financial measures pursued by General Jackson and Mr. Van Buren,
the last two presidents, in refusing to renew the charter of the United States Bank, and
insisting on the payment of all sums due to the government, whether for the sale of 63
lands, duties on goods, or other sources of revenue, in a metallic currency. That these
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measures had the effect of hastening the commercial crisis which lately affected this
country from one end to the other, there can be no doubt; but the remote and real cause
of this crisis was, first, the habit which all classes seem within the last few years to have
contracted, of speculating beyond their means, of living beyond their income, of spending
money before it was acquired, and of keeping up the appearance of men who had
realized large fortunes, while they were only in the act of accumulating them. Extravagant
expenditure in houses, in furniture, in entertainments, in equipages, in dress, in servants,
in short, in every branch of disbursement, was characteristic of all the trading classes; and
so long as the credit system allowed them to import largely from England, and pay in notes
or bills at long dates, the evil day could be deferred by one expedient succeeding another.
In the midst of this came the great fire at New York in 1835, which destroyed property

to the amount of 20,000,000 of dollars, and made nearly all the insurance offices in the
city insolvent. Then came the drain of another 20,000,000, or perhaps 30,000,000, to
rebuild the houses destroyed, and replace the goods consumed, making 20,000,000 lost,
and 30,000,000 expended, or 50,000,000 taken from the fixed and floating capital of this
single city. Those who had speculated largely in the purchase of lands, tried to withdraw
their capital from the investment; but where all were sellers, and none buyers, prices

were ruinously low: others who had large stocks of goods on 64 hand from the excessive
importations of the preceding year, tried to raise money by forced sales, but there were no
buyers; and in the midst of all this, as the debts due to England were so much larger than
could be paid in the produce of the country, for which the markets at home were declining,
the remittance of specie became the only mode of sustaining the credit of the mercantile
body, and this could be obtained only by immense sacrifices of property.

My own conviction is, from all | have seen and heard, that if the President of the United
States had never taken the steps he did, in refusing to renew the charter of the United
States' Bank, removing the government deposits, and demanding payment of the revenue
in metallic currency, this commercial crisis would nevertheless have still come, though

not perhaps so soon; because its real causes were the immense sacrifice of property by
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the fire; the drain of capital necessary to replace what was destroyed; the wild and almost
mad speculations indulged in by the people, merchants becoming purchasers of land

in provinces and places they had never seen, and giving almost any price to-day, in the
hope that they might sell it for a better price to-morrow; never intending to occupy it, but to
pass it on from hand to hand till it found a purchaser whose payment was so extravagant
that he could get no one to take it from him. In this public delirium, farmers abandoned
the tillage of their soil, and became speculators and traders also; so that cultivation being
neglected, the country, the best adapted in the world to supply all other nations with its
surplus grain, became so unproductive of this first necessary of life, as to be obliged 65

to import grain from the Baltic; several cargoes of which arrived in this port during the

last and the preceding year. The government-measures, no doubt, hastened the crisis
onward, though it did not create it; and the natural unwillingness of all parties to reproach
themselves for their own folly and extravagance, which were the real causes of the evil,
after all, made them the more ready to charge all these evils on the government, so that
General Jackson and Mr. Van Buren have been literally made the scape-goats, by which
the merchants, traders, bankers, and speculators of all kinds, endeavoured to get rid of the
burden of their own sins, by placing them on the heads of the two presidents named.

As might be expected, the party of the rich have the greatest number of newspapers
arranged on their side; for it is by the rich that the newspapers are everywhere chiefly
supported. The mere sale of a paper here, as in England, is wholly unproductive of profit;
advertisements are the only source of gain: the papers most read by the rich, will therefore
be the favoured channel for advertisements, and here, the richest merchants as well

as the smallest traders advertise their goods. The gains thus acquired by a newspaper
enabling it to be more profuse in its expenditure, it can command the earliest news, the
most correct reports of public proceedings, and indeed have all its departments conducted
with more talent, because it has more funds at its disposal to pay for the unavoidable cost
of all these aids. There are thus no less than ten large daily papers, five morning and five
evening, devoted to the party of the Whigs, with slight shades of characteristic differences
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VOL. I. F 66 between them; while there are only two large daily papers devoted to the
party of the Democrats, or that of the present administration; and though each of the Whig
papers, taken chiefly by the rich, not only supports itself, but yields a handsome annual
surplus income, the papers of the other party are thought not to pay their expenses, but
to require every now and then pecuniary aid for their support. The Evening Post, which

Is the leading paper of the Democrats, is at present under the editorship of one of the
most celebrated poets of the country, William Cullen Bryant, who may fairly rank with our
Campbell, the author of the Pleasures of Hope; and, like other great poets, Milton, Byron,
Campbell, and Moore, he is an extreme Liberal in his politics. In talent, wit, taste, and,
above all, in gentlemanly fairness of argument, this paper appeared to me to possess
great superiority over most of its opponents, though there are several of the Whig journals
conducted with great ability also; but the vituperative style with which most of the public
writers denounce every one who thinks or feels differently from themselves, shows how
easy it is to combine loud professions of liberal principles with the bitterest intolerance and
most uncharitable bigotry.

Besides the larger newspapers, which are sold at the price of about threepence English,
there are several daily papers published at a cent, or a half-penny each. These are very
small in size, and inefficient in management, their profits not admitting of an adequate
expenditure for great talent, though one of them, the Sun, is said to circulate 30,000 copies
daily. Their cheap price occasions them to be taken chiefly by the humbler classes; and
therefore, 67 with only one exception, these cheap papers are democratic, and two or
three of them what are called loco-foco. They have not talent enough employed on them,
however, to give them much influence in political circles; and their chief attraction seems
to lie, first, in the cheapness of their price, and then in their containing those police reports
of crimes and quarrels, which, unhappily, interest so large a portion of mankind, and

for which the conductors of newspapers, as unhappily, find it to their interest or profit to
cater. The only very clever paper of this class that | saw, was one that is now extinct. It
was called “The Plain Dealer,” and conducted by Mr. Leggat, one of the most powerful
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political writers in the country. It was an exact copy of the London Examiner, in shape,
size, typography, and arrangement, and was written in the democratic tone and brilliant
and witty style of the model it had chosen, in its best days. But it was too clever and too
refined for the multitude; it wanted that charm for vulgar tastes which the annals of crime
and vice can alone supply; and its very purity and excellence were, therefore, the causes
of its failure. The rich, who might have relished its talent and wit, if it had been employed
in the advocacy of their interests, would not patronize it because it was democratic; and
the other classes, though approving of its politics, found it dull, without their accustomed
stimulus; and thus the paper fell, for want of adequate support.

| had an excellent opportunity of seeing the working of the political machine, and the
conflict of opposing parties, in a general election for the State F 2 68 Legislature, which
occurred, soon after my arrival in New York, in the month of November. Heretofore, the
composition of the legislature for the State of New York, including the two houses, the
Assembly and the Senate, as well as the Governor, was, like that of the Congress or
legislature of the general government, democratic, or favourable to the existence of Mr.
Van Buren's administration. The changes in public opinion, wrought by the commercial
disasters of which | have previously spoken, had occasioned such a feeling of hostility to
the present cabinet—as the supposed cause of those financial difficulties, from which all
classes were more or less suffering—that the Whigs determined to avail themselves of this
change, to effect a complete renovation of their two houses of State legislature, by making
their own party predominant. Accordingly, the note of preparation was sounded early, by
all their organs of the press; and while committees were forming in town and country, and
meetings held every night in the week, by old and young, to organize and arrange their
plans of operation, pass strong resolutions, print them in the newspapers, and distribute
them freely through every part of the city; the editors themselves were all busily, engaged
in aiding these operations by their daily appeals. A stranger arriving in the country, and not
knowing any thing of the state of parties beforehand, or of the mode of warfare practised
on such occasions, would have imagined that the fate of the whole Union depended on
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the issue of this single election; that if it were carried in favour of the Whigs, the nation
would instantly be restored to the highest degree of commercial 69 prosperity; but that,

if carried against them, the result would be universal bankruptcy, total annihilation of

all the elements of prosperity, the dissolution of the Union, the insurrection of the slave
population, and the destruction of all that was worth preserving in the country. There was
no term of opprobrium too severe for them to apply to their opponents, the democratic
republicans. They called them atheists, infidels, agrarians, incendiaries, men who were
without religion and without honesty, who desired to pull down all that was venerable in the
institutions of the country, to seize the property of the rich and divide it among the poor, to
demolish the churches, to destroy the courts of justice, to let loose all the criminals from
the jails, to abolish all government, and to produce only a chaos of anarchy and confusion.
Some few who heard all this, seemed really to believe it; but the greater number knew it
to be merely electioneering language, and disregarded it accordingly; though they had no
objection whatever to its use, provided it would attain the end they had in view.

To me it was at once both ludicrous and disgusting; ludicrous, because of the gravity

with which it was reiterated, day after day, in the face, not only of repeated contradictions
and disavowals of any such objects or such doctrines on the other side; but in spite of
challenges, again and again repeated, to produce any well-authenticated speech or writing
of any of the democratic party, in which such doctrines were avowed, or from which they
could even be inferred; but which challenges were no more heeded than if they had never
been offered. It was ludicrous to me also, because it so constantly reminded me of the

70 equally groundless imputations heaped on the liberal party in India, by the advocates
of the government in that country, when the press first began to call public attention to
public abuses there; and of the misrepresentations continually made in England by the
journals of each party, of the objects and intentions of the other; the radicals denouncing
the tories as wanting nothing but the restoration of absolute tyranny and arbitrary power;
the tories denouncing the radicals as wishing for nothing but the destruction of all property,
government, and religion; and the whigs denouncing both, and praising themselves as the
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only body, that can either save the state, or accomplish any rational improvement in public
affairs.

The object of these meetings and appeals was to select and recommend a list of
candidates for senators, representatives, sheriff, county-clerk, and coroner; the election
for all these taking place at the same time—though the state legislature, for which

the senators and representatives were required, holds its sittings at Albany, the state
metropolis, distant 150 miles up the river Hudson, while the municipal body and its officers
hold their sittings in New York. The committees of the two opposing parties, having

both completed their lists, designating whom they prefer and wish to see elected as
senators, whom as representatives, and so on—such lists are published in their respective
papers, and called the Whig ticket and the Democratic ticket; and every effort is made,

by placarding the walls with large bills, by the distribution of small ones, and by personal
canvass carried on with unremitting activity on both sides, to 71 prevail on all whom

they can influence, or persuade, to adopt their views, and vote for “the whole ticket” of

the party they espouse, as it is printed. The voting takes place by wards, there being
fifteen or sixteen wards in this city, and a voting place being apportioned to each ward,

the committee of each party is thus able to canvass every male inhabitant of their own
ward; and as there is no difficulty in obtaining from the voters a previous declaration as

to the ticket for which they mean to vote, the numbers of each party can be almost as
accurately ascertained before as after the election, though there is no want of zeal on each
side to exaggerate the number of their respective adherents, for the sake of deceiving or
influencing others to favour the strongest party.

A few days previous to the election, assessors are chosen to superintend the voting; and
one from each party attends at the polling places, in addition to the official superintendant
appointed by the municipal authorities. The voting places are open rooms, generally on
the ground-floor, furnished only with a counter and a desk, inside which the superintendant
and a registering clerk take their places. On the counter is a box sealed up, with an open
slit on the top, to drop in the printed ticket. The outer door is usually surrounded with
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a few partisans of both sides, who, on the approach of a voter, present him with their
respective tickets, or lists of the candidates for which they wish him to vote. The voter
enters the room, and being always an inhabitant of the ward in which he votes, both his
person and his opinions are well known, if he has been long a resident, and is in what

Is called a respectable station of society. He is greeted of course by those of his own
party, and, 72 taking one of their printed papers, he drops it into the box. In nine cases
out of ten there is no secrecy practised or desired, but the vote is as well known as if it
were proclaimed aloud. In the case of an unknown or doubtful person coming to the poll,
various questions are asked him by each party, as to his name, residence, citizenship,
&c., but they have no means whatever of telling whether he answers truly or otherwise

to their inquiries. The only qualification for voting being that of mature age (twenty-one)
male sex, citizenship, and actual residence in the ward—there being no property, or rental,
or rate-and-tax qualification, as in England—there are no difficulties to be got over. But
one very manifest defect in the system is this, that there is no previous registration of
voters, nor any preliminary inquiry, so as to ascertain even the points of name, citizenship,
and residence; in consequence of which, if a person presents himself under any name,
the superintendants have no means of ascertaining whether he is really the person he
pretends to be, or not; if he calls himself a citizen, no proof of citizenship is demanded
beyond his swearing to the fact; and if he declares himself a resident in the ward, no
corroboration of this is asked from any other party. In consequence of this defect, it is said
that in the densely-peopled wards, inhabited by the labouring classes, and especially the
emigrants, there are repeated instances of the same man voting in several wards under
different names; many lIrish labourers, who have not been six months in the country, and
who have no legal claim whatever to citizenship, voting as Americans; and as almost all
these are additions to the democratic party, they 73 assist to alter the real balance of
power between the contending forces.

In all the instances that | witnessed of the business of polling—and | visited many of
the wards for that purpose—the whole affair was conducted with much more order and
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decorum than any contested election that | had ever seen in England. There were no party
badges, in colours or ribbons, to excite party animosity. There was no drunkenness, riot,
or abuse of any kind. Every man came freely to the poll, and went away as freely from

it; and though in the greatest number of cases it was well known which way he would
vote when he entered, and which way he had voted when he left, none offered him the
slightest molestation in word or deed, or even in gesture. In some of the wards, where
the emigrants abound, it is said that this order and decorum does not always prevalil;

but that between Irish excitability and American rum and whiskey, there are sometimes
torn garments, and hard words exchanged; but even here, violent outrage is seldom
committed. It is possible, therefore, that universal suffrage, annual elections, and vote

by ballot, may be much less productive of riot, drunkenness, and disorder, than limited
suffrage, unfrequent elections, and open voting; for in England, Scotland, and Ireland,
where these prevail, the scenes of dissipation and outrage are frequent; and here, where
these opposites are practised, they are rare.

As respects the vote by ballot, the observation is constantly made in England, that in
America it is a failure, since it does not secure its avowed desideratum—secret voting.
This is perfectly true, but for 74 very different reasons from those usually assigned. There
Is no imperfection in the machinery of the ballot here. Any man who chooses to conceal
from committees or canvassers how he means to vote, may do so with perfect safety; for,
waiting till the day of election, he may go to the polling place, and there deposit, in print
or in writing, the list of the candidates for whom he gives his vote, folded up, so that no
man can see it, and no one would venture to molest him. It is perfectly easy, therefore,

to secure the utmost secrecy in voting by the present system of the ballot as practised

in America. But there is no adequate motive to make a man desire secrecy, while there
are many powerful ones to make him court publicity. There are here no dependent
farmers and forty-shilling freeholders, who must vote as their great agricultural landlords
or patrons wish, or lose their friendship and protection. There are no shopkeepers and
traders, innkeepers and merchants, so dependent on particular interests, or the profits of
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particular customers, as to make them apprehensive of their losing either the one or the
other by their manner of voting. There are no large bodies of workmen so dependent on
their employers, as to make it a matter of interest to shape their votes according to their
masters' wishes; and as no one apprehends injury, or expects benefit from voting, one
way or the other, the full freedom of choice, or actual preference, is indulged by them,
and governs their determination. There are, therefore, no motives to vote otherwise than
the inclination dictates; and the same absence of hope of benefit, or fear of evil, takes
away all grounds for desiring or affecting secrecy. 75 On the other hand, there are many
powerful motives to induce a man to declare his vote; it gives him a claim to the sympathy
and approbation of whichever party he votes for, and admits him to be an open patrticipator
of all their proceedings and their pleasures; it relieves the mind from the painfulness of

an imposed restraint, and it indulges the feeling of political independence. The ballot

Is, therefore, a nonentity in America, and does not secure secret voting, because no

one desires or cares about securing secrecy. In England, the same machinery would
enable every man who had reason to apprehend injury from the independent exercise

of his franchise, to give his vote in secret if he chose; and until the powerful influences,

by which the independence of voting is crushed in England, shall be neutralized or
removed by other counteracting causes, the ballot would be the greatest security for the
dependent voter that could be introduced; and none but those who wish to preserve these
evil influences in full vigour, and who wish by their exercise to coerce the votes of their
dependents, could furnish any intelligible reason against the immediate adoption of this
security.

In the elections in question, which were carried on in the city of New York, and which
lasted for four consecutive days, the Whigs were, as they had anticipated, signally
successful. The greater importance was attached to this success, first, because they had
not been in the majority before for many years, so that the pleasure was altogether new to
them; secondly, Mr. Van Buren, the President, was a native of this state, was long one of
its representatives, and 76 relied more, it is said, upon its support for the continuance of
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his administration than on any other three or four states in the Union; and, thirdly, that the
state of New York, from its great extent (this single state alone having an area or surface
nearly equal to that of England,) its vast wealth, its extensive commerce, and its increasing
population, is called the “empire-state,” and is supposed to exercise a very powerful
influence in its example over all the other sections of the country. The Whigs were,
therefore, so intoxicated with their success, that they were perfectly frantic with joy; and
exhibited what might literally be called a paroxysm of delight in every conceivable form.
The newspapers came out, day after day, with the most bombastically-ludicrous articles
on this subject. One | remember had in large type, at the head of its leading article, these
words—"“A thousand guns for the city, and ten thousand for the state;” another insisted
that the unusual splendour of an aurora borealis which appeared about that time, was “a
display of the approbation of the heavens on the triumph of the Whigs.” “The nation,” said
a third, “was rescued from the gulf of perdition,” into which nothing could have prevented
its hurrying headlong, but the overthrow of their enemies by the Whigs at the election. To
this followed public meetings, to determine in what manner the great and glorious political
victory should be celebrated. Some were for ten thousand cannon being discharged from
point to point within hearing, all over the state; others were for the illumination of every
city, town, and village within its boundary. Some were for dinners, others for balls, some
for processions, and 77 some for all these united. It appears that in the western states
the intoxication of joy, produced by the Whig victory, was not less extravagant than on
the sea-board in the east; and the mode of demonstration there chosen was peculiarly
characteristic, if we may judge from the following paragraph, which appeared in the New
York Sun, of Dec. 30, 1837:—

“THE BIGGEST FIRE YET.

“The Springfield (lllinois) journal gives notice that on the eighth day of January next—wind,
weather, and snow permitting—the Grand Prairie will be set on fire, in commemoration of
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the great Whig victory in New York. The prairie is about 300 miles long, with an average
breadth of from ten to twenty miles. The fires to be lighted at eight o'clock in the evening.”

But the effervescence sobered down gradually as the time for action approached, and

as the costs of all these operations came to be calculated; and at last it terminated in

a day of festive entertainment, opened by the discharge of cannon from the batteries,
continued by minute-guns, and concluded by a great Whig dinner at Niblo's Gardens,
where deputies from other towns, triumphing in the success of the same principles,

were hospitably received and cordially entertained. In a week or two after this, the whole
seemed to have passed away like an unremembered dream: so much are the people of
this city the creatures of impulse—easily excited, and as easily calmed; and passing with
amazing rapidity from the most intense degree of earnest interest in any given subject, to
its opposite state of entire indifference to the same.

CHAP. V.

Deep-rooted prejudices on the subject of Slavery—Murder of Mr. Lovejoy, the abolitionist,
at Alton—Conduct of the New York press and people on this subject—Imperfect views

of the value of a free press—Sentiments of leading men in Congress on this act—
Resolutions of Legislatures refused reception by the Senate—Rejection of all petitions

on the subject by the House of Representatives—Deservedly bitter reproach of Thomas
Moore the poet—Contrast between democracy and slavery in the United States—
Threats of senators to hang up abolitionists by law—State of slavery and the slave trade
at Washington—Resolutions of Episcopal-Methodist clergy in Georgia—Meeting of
democrats in favour of the Canadian rebels—Mr. O'Connell denounced at the meeting, as
an abolitionist—Letter complaining of coloured people sitting with white men—Prejudice of
colour not extended to Indian tribes—Mr. Catlin's Lectures on the American Indians.

Amidst the political anomalies which every day struck me with surprise, there was none
so remarkable as the deep-rooted, and apparently almost unconquerable prejudice,
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so prevalent among persons of all political parties on the subject of slavery. With the
conservatives, this question of slavery is regarded as one of those domestic institutions,
which it is not desirable to disturb, and the greater number of them are averse even to its
discussion in any manner whatever. With the democrats it is also regarded as a domestic
institution, over which each state has sole jurisdiction; and by them it is considered an
infringement of state-rights for any one state to meddle with the question of slavery in
any other. So imperfect are their notions of freedom, as the “natural 79 and inalienable
right of every man,” according to the terms of their own declaration of independence,

that they scarcely consider it to be a blot on their republican escutcheon, that the several
states of the Union in which slavery still exists, should hold so many thousands of their
fellow-men in unjust and unwilling bondage. But what is perhaps most surprising of all

Is, that so large a number of the clergy, and especially those of the Episcopal church,
including those who call themselves Evangelical, should be not merely palliators of

this state of slavery, but advocates for its continuance, and deprecators of all public
discussion or agitation on the subject; so that if the Republicans understand civil and
political liberty but imperfectly, the Christian professors seem to understand the liberty of
religion and justice still less. Notwithstanding this, however, there is a large, though not an
influential body of abolitionists in New York, who have a weekly newspaper, called “The
Emancipator,” devoted to the advocacy of their opinions; another entitled “Human Rights,”
maintaining the same views; and another weekly paper, called “The Coloured American,”
edited, printed, and published wholly by free negroes, and most respectably written and
conducted. But these are in great, though undeserved, odium with the richer portions

of the mercantile community, who are afraid of offending their southern customers by
recognizing the abolitionists; and as the newspapers chiefly subsist by the profits derived
from commercial patronage, they are almost all against the abolitionists also, so that they
have to encounter many difficulties in propagating their views.

80
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A tragical occurrence took place during my stay in New York, which brought this question
very prominently before the public. It was this: a minister of the gospel, the Rev. Elijah P.
Lovejoy, was engaged as the editor of a religious newspaper at the town of St. Louis, and
in the slave-state of Missouri. In this state, the mob had burnt a coloured man alive, for
some offence for which he was never brought to trial. Mr. Lovejoy condemned this act,
and reproved the judge, whose name was Lawless, for excusing the mob, as he had done,
for their unjustifiable conduct. In consequence of this, the mob themselves retaliated on
Mr. Lovejoy, by attacking his house, breaking up his press, and throwing it and the types
into the river, for which he could get no redress. He then removed to the town of Alton,

on the opposite side of the Mississippi river, and in the free state of lllinois. Even here,
however, his advocacy of abolition occasioned the mob to destroy his press a second
time; another was procured to replace that, and they broke this in pieces also. A third
press was purchased to replace this, but when it arrived at Alton, and before it was ever
used, the mob attacked the store in which it was, with a view to destroy it, and whatever
else the store contained. They were encouraged to this outrage by the more wealthy
inhabitants of the place, who fancied they had an interest in slavery being undisturbed;
but on this occasion, Mr. Lovejoy and his friends determined to defend the store, and went
with fire-arms for this purpose. While the mob were beating in the windows with stones,
and firing from the outside into the store, they who were in the inside fired a gun also, 81
by which one of the mob was killed. At this, the populace at first dispersed, but whisky
being profusely supplied to them by their abettors, and guns placed in their hands, they
returned in larger numbers to the store, determined to set it on fire, and burn alive all who
were in it. Mr. Lovejoy and four of his companions went out to drive away those who were
actually setting fire to the roof of the building, and he was then shot through the body

by one of the mob, and died in a few minutes afterwards. They subsequently wounded
several others, took possession of the press, broke it to pieces, and threw its fragments
into the river.
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On such a transaction as this, it might be supposed that there would be scarcely a
difference of opinion, or that the whole press of the country, in the free states at least,
would have condemned such an outrage, and contended for the right of freedom of
discussion. But by far the greater majority of the Whig papers, and some even of the
Democratic, in New York and elsewhere, condemned the pertinacity and obstinacy, as
they called it, of Mr. Lovejoy, excused the conduct of the mob, and thought that any man
venturing to publish sentiments which he knew to be obnoxious to the majority, deserved
to be put down by force. The New York American, a Whig paper, and the Evening Post,
a Democratic paper, were the principal exceptions to this line of conduct, and each spoke
out boldly in condemnation of the lawless conduct of the mob, and in defence of the right
of free discussion.

It is the more remarkable, that in the constitution of the very state in which this outrage
was perpetrated, VOL. I. G 82 lllinois, there is a clause declaring “that it shall be unlawful
to place any restraint on the entire freedom of publication on all subjects, which is claimed
as the right of every citizen of the state.” In private society, however, the advocacy of the
violent conduct of the mob was far more general than with the press. In the latter, some
caution was necessary, to keep up the appearance of a decent attachment to liberty,
while excusing this gross violation of it at Alton; but in private circles, where no such
necessity for caution existed, no restraints were felt, and it was quite common to hear
persons priding themselves on their republican principles, declare, that they thought Mr.
Lovejoy's treatment such as he fully deserved; adding to it a wish that all abolitionists,
who attempted to discuss the question in any shape or form, might be treated in the same
manner. It was in vain to tell them that if their principle—"that sentiments not approved

of by the majority ought not to be propagated by the minority”—were fully carried out, no
truth could make progress, and no reform be effected; that Christianity itself originated
with a very small minority, and was centuries before it was generally received; that all
missionaries are sent abroad to preach doctrines unacceptable to the majority of the
nation to which they address themselves; and that every great political, moral, or religious
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reform, began with the minority. To all this they merely answered, that “the question of
slavery was a very different affair; and that while the whites of the south thought their
interests endangered by its mere discussion, the whites of the north had no right to 83
discuss it at all.” This very doctrine, however, is in direct violation of their own rule, as
the whites of the south are greatly in the minority, compared with the whites of the north;
the proportion of their numbers being perhaps less than one-fourth of the whole. But the
prejudice of native-born Americans on this subject is so deep-rooted and so inveterate,
that it is altogether invincible to reason, and cannot be moved by any power of argument
or demonstration.

In the Senate, as well as in the House of Representatives, the legislators seem to be as
full of this prejudice as any of their constituents. Mr. Wall, of New Jersey, presented some
resolutions of the legislature of Vermont, recommending the abolition of slavery in the
district of Columbia, in which the city of Washington is placed, and over which district the
general Congress has exactly the same jurisdiction and power as the State legislatures
have over their respective territories. The reception of these resolutions, as well as of

the numerous petitions presented in favour of the abolition of slavery in the district of
Columbia, were equally rejected, in both houses—by some, on the ground “that Congress
had no constitutional right or power to deal with the question at all;” and by others, on

the ground “that the mere agitation of the question in Congress was full of danger to the
Union.” The representatives of the southern states, in which slavery principally exists,
contended warmly for both these propositions; and yet, in the face of this, Mr. Calhoun,
the senator from South Carolina, himself introduced a long series of resolutions, which
embraced the whole subject of slavery, defending it as an institution G 2 84 favourable

to the welfare of the country and the people it embraced, denying the power of Congress
to interfere with it in any manner whatever, and denouncing the abolitionists as enemies
of the Union, and foes to the best interests of the whole country, from their mischievous
attempts to obtain emancipation for the slaves. These resolutions, of course, gave rise

to the very discussion which Mr. Calhoun and his supporters had so much deprecated
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when brought on by others; and for several weeks in succession, the Senate was chiefly
occupied with debating them.

In the House of Representatives they disposed of the question much more speedily, by
resolving, by a large majority, that the petitions of the people in favour of the abolition of
slavery in the district of Columbia should not be received, and they were therefore all laid
on the table, without being either read, discussed, or printed; so that the right of petition
was wholly set aside, because it was thought to interfere with the more sacred right of
the slaveholder over the slave. Since the days, therefore, when Thomas Moore wrote his
celebrated Epistle from Washington, the reproach which he uttered has not been wiped
away.

“Who can with patience for a moment see The medley mass of pride and misery, Of whips
and charters, manacles 